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THE 


Power of Parliaments 


IN THE CASE OF 


SUCCESSETO N-: 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 


T's a Bleſſing peculiar'to the Exp/iſb Nation, that if we examine 
and look over all the Forms and Models of Government, either 
now extant, 'or formerly in being, we can find none where the 
Liberty and Property of the Subje?F, and the Grandevy and Ma- 
jeſly of the Sovereign are better temper'd, of more firmly ſecur'd 
from mutual E#croxchments, than 'the Monarchy of this land, as 
now eftabliſhed by Law. Here our'' Gracious” Spveraigns in former 
Ages, through their great Wiſdom and Goodneſs, have fo far con- 
delcended to the ſecurity and ſatisfaQtion of their People, as to ob- 
lige themſelves to reſtrainneither the Ziberry of their Subjes by 
impoling new-Lews, 'nor their Properry b raiflty new Taxes, 'with- 
out their ownconſent and a ation by their Repreſentatives in 
Parliament: A Conſtitution fo Paternal ſo wholeſom and fatis- 
factory to all peaceable and well-meaning People, that we may 
juſtly ſay, | ; | | 
__ .0 fortunatos nimitom, bins fi. ſua norint, 

' Angligenas | + 


Nevertheleſs, ſuch is the perverſneſs of ſome men, and ſo impok 

ſible it is:to ſatisfie their hydropica! Humour, or ſettle their reſtleſs 

ſpirits, thar like Spiders which ſuck Poyſon' out of the fineſt Flow- 
253 | 


: | (2) 
ers, they take occaſion from the goodneſs of the Government to en- 


| * deavour to ſubvert and deſtroy it, Yer ſince the Divine Providence 


and his Gracious Majeſty have at length thought it convenient to ap- 
point you the Graxd Council and Iaqueſt of this Nation, after all for 
mer Diſcontinuances and Interruptions now hippily to meer, to ſet. 
tle the diſtracted Brains of the giddy Multitude, remove their ſeem: 
ing Fears and Jealouſies, and heal the bleeding wounds of the whole 
Kingdom , 1 hope, ere long ſuch a courſe will be taken by your 
—_ ;that theſe rurbulent ſpirits ſþall be ſilgnced, their inſolent ex- 
claiming againſt che beſt of Governments, repreſſed and duly puniſhed, 

" The World is now come to this pals, char the meaneſt Coblers 
dare cenſure the greateſt 5r4res--p2m, and apenly call tham (whethcr 
in or out of Parliament) Papiſis Penfioners, unleſs they obſerve ſuch 
ways and methods, as the wiſe Rabble ſhall think moſt expedient, 
There is no Myſtery of State, no Policy or Intregue, of what 
weight or importance ſoever it be, but rhe. 449b:(s muſt have 
it diſcufled and examined before the /»f/1ib/e Tribunal of their Yer- 
tig inans Brains, andahe whole matter muſteicher ftand or fall accor- 
dog to their well-digeſted Ford and prafound Judgmeor. 

ad though this preſowption be —_— iptuffcrable, as bei 


wholly deſtruQye of all gaod Qrder and Goveramentyyer it's aſeque 


ed upon, even by thoſe that. would ſeees- our greateſt Demy-: 
gegues 30g; truefſt. Patriers, The Ground-work and Foundation 
as. well of this, 3s of al} atber diſorders pow predominage among us 
igcipally conlifeth is, theſe two fundamentally pervitious Errors : 


all, Earthlz, Subjeftion: 7. The Severaignty. is wat: conferr'd upon 
Kings ine djately by God, but is by the Pergle convnejed unto them. in 
truft why, 4nd by Communication., Now tk every on8 bs thus: born 
fres, nothing bur bis on volungary atcan jubbly deprive him of his 
watural Liberty , and if Soveraignty doth Originally reſide, in the 
Multitude, and is from, them. dagrived 40; Kings and: Princes by Com- 
munication only,or in treff ; without doubt, they may. reſume this 
Power (becauſe their own) whenſocever they pleaſe, and call thoſe 
iatrufted by: them to.give.an account of then Srewerdhip. 

Yeq thele are the rare Maxima of our worthy Drag ogecs, the 
 grouggwork of rhe Palitich Catecinſav, thathes: fo lately intoxicated 


uggvoidably conſequentialts ſome priecigicenow ardays mah infit- 


1. That:al{ Mankind are by tbe Loveof Neture: br n equally. frea from. 


XUM 


XUM 
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the three King dow, and is now taken up for the like purpoſeby onr* 


prelent Republicans ; though, if duly conſidered, to lutle or no ad+ 
vantage to themſelves, if ever they expe&t to have- any part, or 
ſhare in the Government, For in truth theſe principles, if exactly 
oblerved, do no more overthrow the right of Xi#ags, and Princes, 
than the very being of Parlirments, or State-Afi-rnblics : Nay they 
whally deſtroy, all ſorts and forms of Government whatſoever, and 
leave all in a meer Cheos ofendlels contulion. The Realcn is, be- 
cauſe if che Regs Authority be derived trom the people, without 
doubt from them proceeds the Power and Juniſdiftion of Parke 
m:nts , eipecially uf the Houſe of C: mmens, wv hom they, by a free 
and voluatary E:ection, -have cholen as their Subſtuutes, and De- 


legatesto act and Officiate for them im that 4/eavbly. 


ls ix @2t therefore very realonable, according 10 this ſuppoſition; . 


that the people ſhould have a vigilant Eye over the adtions of their 
T»*uſtees, leaft they chance at any time to betray their truſt, and aR 
contrary to their Princips/s intention and meamng z that to they may 
timely recall theig Commiſſion, and bring ſuch perfidious Depuries to 


condiga puniſhment : Who thencan blime any Porter,  Cebler, or: 
Tizker, if this g20d Dactrine will hold, for exumning the proceed- 


ings as well of Kia and Councz!, as of bath Houles of Porliamens;. 


and all other Coorts of Judicature ? For if they are oaturally free, as 


is pretended, theyare no le(s cncerned in the Government, than . 


the greateſt Peer in the Realm , nay, if they are all thus naturally 


free, they are gli naturally equal, and conſequently the diſtinRion. | 
of Peer and Communer is Contravy to common ſence, and diretly a+ 


gainſt the Lew of Nature, Belides if this natural freedom be admit 


ted by what Authority are Free-bolders and Freemen only allowed to - 


chooſe, and be choſen Members of the Houſe of Commons ? Or upon 
what aecount can ſuch members be eſteem'd the Repreſentative Bo- 
dy of the Gammons of England, ſince (to omit our Women and Chil- 
dren, who yet upon-the aforeſaid grounds, have as plauſable a pre- 


tence to the Government, as the greateſt Peers in the Realm) not 


the tenth-Maa in the whole Ki 
Pretholder, isadmitted tothis Eletion, much leſs conſents n- 


to; By what reaſon can ſuch Aembers as have been choſen, not on- 
ly without my Vote, or-Suffrage, but even agaiaſt my will, mycon- 


ſeat being neither expeced,: aor defired, be reputed my Repreſente- | 


om, as being neither Freeman, nor- 


, 


| 


L 


| 
| 


| 


| 
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#5085? Or who gave theſe Members the power of impoſing Poll-mo- 
s, or other Taxes, upon mean Peaſants, Servants, Women, and 
Children; who are undoubtedly the major part ofthe Nation, and 


| yet were never allowed to have any Vote or Suffrage in the EleQion 


of ſuch Members ?- Have Freemen, and Freeholders any Power, or 
Juriſdition over Women and Children, or the meaner ſort of Peo- 

le? If they bave, then at leaſt theſe are not born naturally Free, 
= Subject to the Freeholders and Freemen of the Kingdom, and con- 


| ſequently the aforeſaid Haxim is falle and erroneous : If not, how / 
| canthey confer on their Repreſentatives in the Houſe of Commons, 
| whatthey never hadoftheir own, finceit is an undoubted verity, 
Nemo plus juris in alium transferre poteſt, quam ipſe habeat? It's - 


plain therefore the Commons in Parliament muſt derive thePower and 
Authority, they have exerciſed hitherto, from ſome other Source, 
or Fountain, beſides their Principals, or Elettors: The Lords and 
Peers of the Realm,as ſuch, do undoubtedly derive theirs from their 
Soveraign, and why may not the like be ſaid of the Commons, I 
conld never yet underſtand : For lance it is evident, they could not 
receive it from their E/eZors, who were not a/,nor yet the major, 
no, not the #exth part of the people , of neceſſity they muſt either 


have uſurped this power, (which I thiak no wile man will affirm) 


or elſe they havereceivedit from their Soreraien, It's beyond dil- 


pute, that before the ſixteenth year of H:zry the firſt, none had any ' 


Voice, or Vote, in the Kings grand Council, or Parliament, but the 
Prelates, and Peers ofthe Reilm: For then XK, Henry to curry. fa- 


vour with the people, thereby the better'to ſupport his Uſurpation -/ 
againſt his Elder Brother, D. Roberr, and counterballanceths great 
ſway his Barons bore inthe Kingdom (who were, as the Book of $, 4l- * 
' bans terms them Quot domini, tot Tyranni , how many Lords,fo-ma- 
| ny Tyrants) order'd that the Commons ſhould (erve in Parliament, by 
' Knights and Burgeſſes of their own EleRtion, and appointment, | 


with « power(l ſuppoſe) not unlike that of the Tribwnes of the People 


among the K-me»s,without whoſe conſent nothing could be enacted” 


by the Senare in prejudice of the Common People, Since therefore this 
is the Original and Primary Inſtitution of the Houſe of Commons, 1 
wonder upon what grounds can it be alledged, that they derive their 


| Power from the People, It's well known, the. Kings of Bxgland 
| gave that Houle its firſt being z and no leſs certain it-is, Qui dar eſſe, 
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dat eonſequentizm 44 eſſe. It, was therefore well obſerved by Sir Or- 
lands Bridgeman, afterwards Lord Keeper at the tryal of the Regicids , 
It's true, we havs as great Liberties as any people have in the World , 
but let us own them where they are due : We have them by the concelli- 
on of our Princes, | 

But as experience is the beſt Mi/{riſs of all humane knowledge, fo 
I think nothing can better diſcover, or more forcibly convince an 
Engliſh man, of the fallacy of the atorefaid Paradoxes of Papuler Free- 
dem, and the fata/train of pernicious Conſequences, that neceſſarily 
attend them, than the - «»paralleled Tragedy, lately ated upon the 
bloody Stage of this Kingdom z where it 1s evident, theſe very Prin, 
ciples-were the chief foundation, and ground-work of 'the Long-Pax-' 
[1ange nts Rebellious Infurredion againit their narural Sovereign, and 
likewiſe ofthe Armics dexterons CC vaddnda in circumventirig” 
that very Parliament, and thruſting them out of doors, ' For beſides” 
| thit whoſoever praQifeth diſobedience to his Superiors; he teacher 
| it to hiis Inferiors, and conſequently by the Rump-Parliments reſifti 
| the Kings lawful Authority, the people learnt ro reject the Jong - 
ed Authority of that Parliament ; itisa very natural Conlequenice 
that if the Parliament by a Power derived (rom the People, could ' 
lawfully depoſe their K:ng, - the people themſelves, or at leaſt the 
major part, could by their own original Power depole and caſt off 
the Parliament, or any cther form bf Government that could be efta- 
bliſhed among them. And itis very obſervable, that in theſe revo- 
lutions, nothing is more obvious, or eaſie, for a prevaling FaQtion, 
than'to pretend they are the major,or at leaftthe ſounder partiof the" 
people z and thereupon making their Power and Will their Law, to 
aflume tothemlelves the Authority ro govern all, and- thruſt their 
Oppolers, whether King, or Parliament, Lords Of Commons, out of 
Houſe and home; This was no leſs Propherically than' judiciouſly ob- 
ſerved inthe late Combuſtions by our Royal Martyr in his anſwer 
to the rg Propoſitions, Fare 2.1642, Where he faith y The come- 
m1 people, when they find that all was done by them, but not for them 
will at laſt grow weary of Fourney-work, and ſet ny for themſelves , 
call Parity, and Independency l:berty ; deſtroy all rights and proper- 
ties, all diftinitions of Families and yerit : andby this means, the 
ſplendid, and excellently diftinguiſhed form of Groernment, ' end in 4 


- 
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| 7 - 1h in s Jack Cade, or « Wat, Tiler. Husbawds Colleftions p. 22, 
| This we have ſeen verified within the memory of man', and'ifTuch 
{ ſcdirious poſitions of popular Libertinſme be not timely ſuppreſſed, 
| and their Abettors duly proſecuted, we may {ce Cam afraid) fur- 
| ther —_— of it, when repentance can proye,bur not amend, 
our folly, - 


"0 
! 


4 ' My Lords and Gentlemen, 


'Thiok it's needleſs to aggravate further the evil Conſequences of 


- theſe Anerthice/ Principles. Idoubt not, but your Duty and 
a_ Lojalty to his Mejeſfty, and your conſtant Zeal tor maintaining 
| 
os 
[ 


lent Grverement, will always prevail with you to abhor. 

dere} ſuch pernicious Doctrines z which I am ſure, no Man in. hj 
£ Wits ever approved, though co {ervetheir own turas ſome Segdjtuous 
Maclyevils have often uſed them, ad caprandam populum,. to infinu+ 
ies into the good opinion of the Mutinous,.Multitude, 
whoare alwiys ready to idolize any Man, that gives them: the leaſt: 

vs of Liberty and Licentionuſneſs, much more that intoxicates 
them with the Chimerical conceit of their being the Makers and Cre- 
atours of 'Kixgs,) rhe very Source and Original. of Dominion, and 'So- 
veraignty, apd.conſequently impower'd, when they think it expedi- 
ent $0 Call'the King to an accountot his ations, and (ettle the Suc- 
ceſhon as they phcale. 

Theſe arc the plauſible pretences, which like gailded Pills have in 
thelate Ki En infatuated the three Kingdoms,and were the In- 
fallible Fore-runners of all the unſpeakable Mileries wegroan'd under 
for twenty Years together, Yet ſuch is the Prodigious Impudence and 
Ialolence of our png Levellers, that notwithſtanding the wo- 
f ul experience the World has hadof the diſmal Conſequences of the 
afareſaid Par adoxes,yetthey 2gain vent and broach them abroad both 
io Rrintand otherwiſe, with luch earneſtneſs and vigour, as if they 

"hadbeen the immediete Dictares of the Holy Gholt ; whereas indeed 
they are the undoubted ſuggeſtions of the grand Enemy of Mankind, 
purpolely excogirated to deſtroy the Peace and Settlement of the 
whole Nation, tirſt by elevating, the Parliament above the King, and 

thenraifog he 41»/titude above the Parliament, to the utter Sub- 
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The reviviog of this 42erchicul Doftrine, was mucly occafioned 
by the B#// prevared by the late Houle of 'Comm1ns againſt his R, H, 
a Bill, in che Opinion of our moft Learned Men; -mwre Zealous rhan 
Diſcreet, and more ſeeming uſetul than really convenieat. Agad: it 
my be doubted whether the encouragement rhe: very preparing of 
that Bill gave (though unwittingly) to the Repablican Lilellers and 
Mutineers, did not more hurt to the Government, than the paſſing 
thereof could avail the Xingdow, For immediuely after the publi- 
ſhing of this Bill one Pamphler came out upon the Heels of another, 
all heap'd with intollerable Indignities and Reflections, not only up- 
on the D. but even upon the K/xg afnd Parii:ment. All that Giff-tined 
to this Bill were mark'd out and ſtigmatiz'd by the Pamph/eteers. as the 
Betrayers of their Frof ped deceivers of their Country, in; a-word, they | 
were expaſed under the-notion of Pepiſts and Penſioners tothe Ulirid 
rage of the furious Rabble : which J if carelelly con»! 
niv'd at,or imprudently tollerated,will atlaft render Parlcaments alto-. 
or inſigniticant, and deprive that Honourable Sexe of that free- 

m of ſpeaking and voting according} to the dictates of their Cow- 


| ſciences, which is abſolutely eſſentia/ to all Parliament and State- Aſ- 


ſemblies,  Andas for his Sacred Majeſty, Thave yet ſeen no Pamphler 
againſt Is Rejal H's right tothe Crows, which though it begins wich 

e D. but is ſure toend with the X:»g, and argues nomore for the 
diſinhericing than the depoſigg Power in the e. Becauſe ( 2s 
one of them ſaith) « King is 'not for his own, bat for his Subjetts ſake 


only, and when Kings themſelves be ill ones, God not only approves of 


their removal,” but even himſelf does it. - The Author of the Plea to 
the Dukes Arſwers, p. 3. / hope (ſaith the inconfiderate. Anſwerer of 
the Confaderations)- there are very few in this Nation, that ds wat 
think itn the Power of the People to depoſe « Prince, who really wnder- 


takes twalienate his King dom, or give it up into the hands of another 


Soveraign Power, or really at#s the deſiruition or f daruen calamity of 
hi People. page 6. Another goes yet further, and in brief endeavours 
to deſtroy notonly the Xing, but even Kizgſbip it ſelf : No Goverw- 
vent. (ſaith he) but Monarchy, cax in ever ſupper gl veps 
Popery, TheAp from tbe Countreytothe City, b reſt 
are generally of the ſame ſtrain, ſo that its ent theſe buſy Scrib- 


lers write not againſt the D. ſo much their diſlike to his Pex- 
ſonor Iilighs, 16 their innate Focypurty yoo; confiany; Hrerſhs tp 


8) 


Afonarchy : For they are ſure, could they but onceexclude his R. H. 
they might in a ſhort time make a Foot-ball of the Crows , becauſe 
if they can diſinherit the next Heir, who has the ſtrongeſt Title to 
the Soveraignty, certainly they may exclude all the reſt more remote, 
and once again ſet up that Popular /do/, their well beloved Com- 
mon-wealth, 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 


Ince ſuch pernicious Conſequences as theſe, do in all humane 
Probability, if not of abſolute neceſſity, attend the Impeaching 
the right of Secce//ion, and the Deſcent of the Crows in the true 
line , methinks it behoyeth all Loyal SubjeQts to imploy their wiſhes, 
and you the Grand Council of the Nation your Power aud Authority, 
that ſuch Meaſures and Reſohstions may be taken in this Seffon,” as 
ſhall not give Poſterity occafion to Condemn the raſhneſs of the pre- 
= ſentAge, orcenſure you as unskilful Phyſiriams for applying a Remedy 
F far worſe than the Diſesſe, For (as Fuſtivian ſaith, Novel, 3.) Qued 
t medicaments morbis, hoc exhibent jura negotiis, Unde conſequitar, ut 
| mennunguan 4 judicio diſcoriet effettus, & quod credebat comjecturs pro- 
deſſe, experiments inveniatur inutile, His Majeſty foreſecing in his 
| Profound 'Judgment- what a deluge of Miſeries ſo Fundamental a 
| ohange might hereafter produce as well in Church as State, has often 
F declared both in Crantt] and Parliament his averſion to that manner 
f' of proceeding. | . ' 
k Andbelides it is very obſcryable,that our ableſt Men both Lawyers 
and Divines are bite againft it; Kenn ut 
The caſe has been ſaſciently agitated pro and cap fince:Fuxe 1679. 
when that Abortive 8:1 of the late Houſe of Commons, was Mid- 
| wiv'dinto the World by anotorious Levelter, and like the Apple of 
 Contention thrown amongſt his MajeftiesLovingSubjets, purpoſely to 
| raiſe Fations and Parties : Though in *lf Ekelyhood had the ſame Ho- 
| nourable © Houſe *met ' bi" once again, they would upon -ſecond 
f - hrs have'as prudentlyiejRed that Bill," as in the heat- of their 
04k hey had zealouſl Prepard it, ' The Arguments are many, 
m 
| 


* 


| infinite, that might induce them to 


i and'the Inconyeniences 
#! rake this refofurign, Whio hope your Wildoms will now takeinto | 
1 your feriouÞ en ration ; and'therefore for the beter elegridigioff io. | 


XUN 


(9s) 
weighty a point , I ſhall. here-prejumeinall humilicly co off x unts 
your Honours the-enſuing Rea'025-and Arguments,deriped from the 
word of God, 2nd the Lew of N twrc, from the Cujterms and Con{{itn 
tions ofthis Land, and from polatical Expedience ; which, the better 
to avoid confution, 1 diftribure iato four Heads,. or Seittons, and 
the firlt is 


Of #he ward of God, 


In the holy Scriptures, which the d&vize Providence has leir unto 
Believers as the chief and infallible Ru/c of all their actions and pro- 
ceedings, it is evident, that” proximuy 'of blood; was the. only 
Title under God, that madelawful Heirs.in the Old T/{amesr, and 
gave them right to enjoy the Inhenrance, or Poſleſſion.of their Ance- 
ſftors, The Fir{tiborn, or eldelt Son was always counted the nexc 
Heir z neither was it in the Fathers power to exclude, or dilinherir 
him through any private grudge, ordiſplealure, for God himſelf 
exprelly faith : hen the Father maketh his Sons to inherit that which 
he hath, the may uot make the Sou of the Belowed 'firſt-born, before the 
Son of the hated ; but he ſhall ackntwledge the Son of the hated for 
the firſt-born, by giving him « doable. portion.of all that be hath, Deat. 
21.16, 17, And God further injoyneth, that if « mar dyes, and bas 
n Son, then the inheritance ſhall paſs to bis Dawghter, awd if he have 
no Daughter, then the Inheritance ſball be given #0 bis Brethren,Num, 
27. 8, 9, Whenceit appearerh, that by Gods own immediate dire- 
Gion, Poſleſſions, and Inheritances were to be conferr'd by Birth- 
ripht and propinquity of blood, -without the leaſt hint: given, that 
either the people, or Supream AMagiſtrete, whether jointly, or (e- 
verally, could order the Succeſſioz, as they ſhould think moſt expedi- 
ent, Tna word, it is undeniable, that in all the holy Scriptures, 
there is not one Example, or Preſident warrantipg either Prixce, or 
People to difinherit the meaneſt Beggar in the Land; much leſs the 
immediate Heir to the Crows, Nay, wicked Achab, King of 1ſrael, 
though he rack'd his brains to find ſome colour, whereby he mighe 
deprive innocent Naboth of his Vineyard, the Inheritance of his Fa- 
thers, 1 Kings, 21. 3* He was (o far from finding any Low, or preſi- 
dent for his intended uſurpation, that his helliſh Conſort, Fez«be/, 
was forced to ſuborn witneſſes agaiaſt Neberhs life : So firmly were 
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Inhericances in thole days eſtabliſhed by the Lay of Gol, that the 
wicked might ſooner take away peoples lives with perjuries, than 
the ancient patrimony of their Fathers with any colour of Feftice. And 
as for the Rops/ ſucceſ//on, we find in Feruſal/em from David. to the 
ciptivicy of B«bylow, a continual Series of 20. Kings, the Soy al- 
ways ſucceeding the Farher, or one Brother another, without any 
interruption given by the people, or the leaſt attempt of altering 
the Secce//;on offer'd by their grand Councel the Sanhearim, though 
moſt of theſe Kings were bred upin 7dolatry,. and'improved their e- 
ducation when they came to the Crown. They never attempted 
either in F#4s, or 1ſracl to impeach the right of Succeſſion, nor ever 
undertook openly ro depoſe their Soveraizn, without an expreſs 
werrant from him, who releth in the Kingdom of men, and giveth it 
ro whomſoever he will, Dax. 4. 25. By his expreſs order it was, that 
the Kingdom was tranſlated from Ses/ to David, 1 Sams. 16, 1. Solo- 
mon was preferr'd before his elder Brethren, 1 Chre. 28. 5, Feraboam 
made Xing of the ten tribes, 1 Kings 11, 31. and 12.24; And Febs 
anointed Kixg overthe ſame people, and empowered x0 extirpate the 
whole race of wicked 4cheb, 2 King. 9. Theſe examples, I know 
are much inſiſted upon by the 4n7i-decall Libelers, though it's plain 
they make more againſt his S«cred Majeſty, than his R. H. andin 
eruth they make nothing againſt the one, or the other, 

Firſt, Becauſe theſe Revolutions happen'd by the expreſs Order 
of Ged himſelf, who is the abſolute D; peſer of all Crowns and King- 
domes , and ſuch as preſumed without this warrant toconfpire againſt 
| their Syveraiyn, they are ſtigmatiz'd in holy writ for Rebe/s, and 
'  Traytors , thus Zimri forkilling Eleh King of Iſrael , though but 

the San of anUturper,is branded with the abominable crime of Tres- 
» ſon, 1 Kings 16,20, Letus therefore, if we intend to follow this 

Pattern, meddle not with Grds anointed, or endeavour to alter 

the S«cc:ſſhon of the Crown, untill we receive the like expreſs com- 

mind from Heaves, leaſt we chance, like Zimri to be counted 

R-bels to our Prince, and Traytors before God and the world, 

Secondly, Becauſe ſince Holy Scriprere ſo often enjoyneth us to 

H3nour and obey our King, not for fear, but for Conſcience ſake, the 

aforeſaid Inſtances can no more authorize us to oppoſe or depoſe our 

Soveraign, than the example of Rehab (Joſh.2.5.) and the Egyprian 

AMidwvivts, (Exod. 1.419.) can warrant our Lyes and Perjurieg; or the 
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Iſraelites taking away the Egyptians Goods (Exod.12.35,) can juſtify 
our Cheats and Robberies ; or the z2alous fat of Phizehis (Numb. 
25.8.)our killing Whores and Adulcerers , or in fhnethat memorable 
exploit of Sampſon (Judges 16.30.) can authorile us to kill our ſelves, 
In this matter we muſt always tollow that excellent Rule of Sr, Au- 
guſtine: Hec que in Scripturts ſanitis legimus, non ideo quis fait le- 
gimus, etiam facienda credamus: Ne Twolemus frecepta, dum pa{//m 
ſect amur exempla, Theſe things, which we read in the Hily Scriptures, 
becauſe we belirve they have been done, let us not therefore believe they 
ought to be done: Leaſt we violate the Precepts, whilſt we generally fol- 
low the examples. lib.contra mendacium. c. 9, Iris a ſufficient war- 
ning for all Chriflians, that the Sons of Zebeaee alleaging the exam- 
ple of Elias for their commanding Fire from Heaven to conſume the 
Samaritanes, were (everely checked by our Saviour, and told, Ye 
know not what Spirit ye are of , Luke 9.55. For if the example of Elias 
could be no Preſident for them to ruine their Fellow- Subjets, how 
can the aforcfaid Examples be any warrant for us to deſtroy our Na- 
tural Prince, 


Other Paſſages of Holy Scripture, relating to this particular, I will 


produce 1n the following Section, 


The 24, point, Of the Law of Nature. 


As for the Law of Nature, becanſe ſeveral Criticks do raiſe many 
needlels Scruples about the true Notion or Definition thereof, it is ne- 
ceſlary to give ſome general Deſcription of it tn this place, before 
we proceed any further. Wherefore by the Lew of Nature we un- 


 derſtand here, The innate proprnſity of all Creatures to that, which is 


moſt agreeable to their reſpetFrve Natures, Thus it is Nateralto all 
Beings, to preſerve themſelves , to all Senſitive Creatares to pro- 
pagate their Species or kind , and to Rational Agents, to live in Socz- 
ety, and do as they would be done wnto, The exiſtence of this Lew, 
not written with Pen and Ink, but Ingraven with the Finger of God 
i1 the Soul of Man at his Creation, though afterwards through re- 
peated Impieties ſometimes much defaced and obliterated, 1s evi- 
dent by thoſe words of St. Pau/: The Gentiles, which have mot the 
Lew, do by nature the things containedin the Law , theſe having not 
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the Law, are a Liwuato thrmſel:es :; which ſhew the work of the Lew 
writtez in tht ir [earts their Conſcience a'ſo bearing witneſs, ad their 
thouzhts mean while acculing, or elſe excujing one anotier, ROm.2.14, 
15. whence Tertullian faith, Before the Law of Moſes written in Ta+ 
bles of Stone, there was a Law not written, which was xaturally un- 
derſtood an kept by the Fathers, lib, adv. Judzos. Moreover, fince 
ir is otherwiſe 1mpoſſible, that ſo many Nations, {o different in tem- 
per, Place, and Time, ſhould conſpire to obſerve the lame Rules in 
their actions, it muſt be concluded, that what all, or at leaſt the 
moſt civilized People of the World, whether indued with the S»per- 
zatural Light of Faith, or with the ſole ewilight of Realon, have in 
all Ages generally recommended and obſerved, 1s undoubtedly to 
be eſteem'd the very dictate of Natwre, lo that (as Cicero well ob- 
ſerves) The conſent of all Nations, is to be reputed the Law of Nature, 
1 Tuſcul, cp. 13. Ilfay,the moſt civiliz'd People, becauſe as C4rifto- 
tle teacheth /3b.1.pol.c.5.) to know what is »ataral, we mult always 
conſider the moſt rational and the moſt vertuous of their time, 
not ſuch as are depraved or corrupted with Vices : Thus although 
ſome Nations have held it no crime to Rob and Plunder, as Fu/ins 
Ceſar writes of the ancient Germans, lib. 6. de bello Gallico, circa med, 
yet Robbery is neverthelz{s to be:concluded direftly repugnant 
to the Lew of Nature, becaule the generallity of Mankind have al- 
ways abhorr'd it, as deſtructive of all Humane Societies, 

Now to apply this to our preſent purpoſe, becauſe the underminers 
of Succeſſion inall their lying Libels do labour to ſubvert even Monar- 
chy it ſelf,and do argue no le (s for the depoſing than the dtſinheritiog 
Power in the People , I will prove. 


I, That Monarchical Government is not only the im- 


med;ate Ordinance of God,but alſo a prime 1»ſtitution of Nature, and 
thence will conclude how unwarrantable it is for any People to at- 
tempt the altering the Succeſſion without an expreſs Order from the 
Almizhty. 

Firſt, that Morarchy is of Divine Inſtitution, is a truth ſo plainly expreſ- 
ſed in Holy Scripture, that nothing but willful blindneſs can make the leaſt 
doubt or ſcruple thereof. There we find how God declares, By me Kings do 
Reign, and Princes Decree Juſtice. Prov. 8. 15. I have made the earth, and 
have given it to whom it ſeemeth meet unto me: And now bave I given all theſe 
Lands to Nebuchadnezzar the Kingof Babylon, my Servant. Jer.27,5,6.There 
likewiſe we read, That the moſt bigh ruleth in the Kingdom of Men, and giveth it 
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to whomſocyer he will. Dan.4.25- And that there is no Puwir but of God, ard the 
Powers that be are ordained of God. Rom. 1 ;.1, 

Laſtly, That Godis pleaſed not only to have himſelf called a Kine, but alſo 
earthly Princes Stiled Gods and Children of the Moſt High. Plal.$2.6. Likewiſe, 
they are ofcen Stiled the Lords Anointed; and this Title is given not only to 
the Hebrew Kings, but even toſome of the Heathen Princes. Iſai.45.1, Ard in 
the Wiſdom of Sol{omonit is ſaid of all Kings in general, Power 5s given you 
from the Lord, and Soveraignty from the Higheſt. W1:d.6.3. Upon theſe grounds 
the Ancient Fathers do conſtantly acknowledge the Authority even of Heathen 
Monarchs to be of Divine Inſtitution. A Chriſtian (faith Teriullian) 15 eneniy 
; to none, much leſs to the Emperour, whom he knoweth to be ordained by his God, and 
therefore cannot but love and honour him. 11b.adv.Scapul.c.2. And again he faith :_ 
From thence is the Emperour, from whence he was a Man before he was E mperour : 


| 
) From thence be has Power, from whence his Spirit. In Apoleget.c. 30. By whoſe ap- 
pointment (\aith Irereus) they are born Men, by his appointment they are Ordained 
; Kings. lib.5.c.20. AndS. Hierom in lis Comment on the ſecond Chapter of 
: Damel, ſaith, That Kings and Kingdoms have their conſtitution, change, and de- 
4 ftitution by the ſole Royal Pleaſure of God To the ſame purpole ſpeaks Dionyſ. 
s Alex. apud Euſeb. lib. 7 Ht. c. 11. Athenag. in Apo!. ad Antonin. Imp. Epi- 
>. phan.hzr. 40. Ores, lib. 2. hiſt. c. 1. Avg. lib. 5. de Civit. del. c. 21. and many 
h others. 1 will conclude theſe Authorities with a Teſtimony, though lefs an- 
s crent, yet no lels Orthodox, of our own Church, where it is poſitively aſſerted, 
f That the mo/t High and Sacred Order of Kings is of Divine right, being the Or- 
R dinance of God himſelf, founded in the prime Laws of Nature, and clearly eſtabli- 
IC ſhed by expreſs Texts, both of the Old and New Teſtaments. In the Convocation 
'o held Anne. 1640. can. 1. And in further Confirmation hereof ir is an undoub- 


ted Maxim in our Law Books, Predium Domini Regis eft direftum dominium, 
rs Ccnjus nullus eſt Author niſt ſolus Deus. Coke Lits. fol. 1.b. The Inheritance of our 
Lord the King is a dire Dominion, of which none ss Author but God alone. And 
| it's well known that the King of Englandalways Stiles himſelf Dez gratis, and 
5 in his Arms ules that ancient Motto, Dieu & mon droit, God and my Right, but 
never acknowledged himſelf to be Tenant in —_ to his People. Nay Q: 


- | Eliz. the Peoples Darling,though the dubiouſneſs of her Title, and the ſtrong 
1d Pretenſions of her Rival to the Crown, forced her to ſtoop lower in that par- 
U- ticular, than became a Soveraizn Princeſs, yet theſe Obſtacles being gradual- 
1e ly removed, ſhe acknowledged her ſelf accountable only to the Divine Trs- 


bunal of the Almighty, of whom alone ſh: held her Crown and Dignity 3, as 
F, appears by her Declaration for aſliſting the Netherlands, Printed Aano. I 585- 
Where ſhe ſpeaks in this manner - Although Kjn;s and Sovernign Princes, ow- 


to ing their Homage and Service only unto A'mighty God, the King of a'l Kings, and in 
wy that reſpett not to. yield accomnt, or render a reaſon of their ations to any other 
efe but God their Sogrraion ;, and though amy1g the mot ancient and Chriſt; a4 Monarchs 
ere the ſame Lord God bath committed wito us the Sevrraiguty of this Kingdom of w— 
w | gland,. 
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'plaind, and - other Dominions, which we hold immediately of the ſame Almizhty 
| God, and thereby accompt only to his Divine Majeſty Yet we are, notwithſlanding this 
| our Prerogative, moved to declare, &c. 1 his was the nndoubted deftrine of 
the peaceavle Politicks of our happy Anceſtors; though now it's grown the 
greateſt Soleciſm in State immaginable. To hold (ſay the Republicans) that 
| aKing is unaccountable to his People,is to encourage him to the moſt intole- 
| rableexaCtions,and tyrannical oppreſlions an extravagant Przzce is capable of. 
| But can you, good People, find any Common-wea'th upon Earth, wherein 

thereisnot an ultimateFudicature, which is not to be accountable to theSubject? 
And if. this muſt of neceſſity be tolerated in a popular Government ; which, 
when it degenerates, is undoubtedly the very worſt of all Tyrannics, accor- 
ding to that ancient ſaying, Plebs peſſimus tyr armus: What crime can it be 
to attribute the ſame immunity to a Monarch, which is unavoidably to be to- 
lerated in popular Demagogres ? eſpecially if we conſider that in all ancient 

Hiſtories the worſt of Mſonarcly, even Nero himſelf, was never guilty of 
half thoſe unparallelled Tyrannres lately perpetrated by the loud-clamouring 
Advocates of the peoples Liberty, the members of the Rump- Parliament. 

Neither is this to be underſtood of Hereditary Kingdoms only, that they 
are Gods immediate Inſtitution, and the Soverazgn accountable to God alone, 
but even of Eleftive Monarchies, where the People have the moſt plauſible 
pretences to alleage that the Supreme power is originally in themſelves, 
and derived from them to the Prince. For although, where there is a vacancy 
of a Supreme Governour, and none can claim a right of Succeſſion, the peo- 
ple may then lawfully chuſe their Prince z yet they can never confer upon him 
the Soveraignty, or Supreme Power z for they cannot inveſt him with the 

Power of Life and Death, becauſe nemo dat quod non habet ;, and the people 
never had any ſuch Power of themſelves ; for they cannot diſpoſe of their 
own, much leſs of anothers Life. . They can only chuſe, or deſign the Per- 
ſon but God alone beſtows the Soveraiga Authority, Thus Parents do 
beget the bodies of their Children; yet none but God is able to give the 
Souls. A Womandoth freely and voluntarily chooſe her Husband, but the 
marital Power and Dominion, is wholly from God. The members of a 
Corporation do uſually chooſe their Mayor, or chief Magiſtrate, yet it is not 
they, but the Kings Charter, and grant, that gives him his Authority. 

Nevertheleſs, that we may wholly undermine the groundleſs principles of 
our Republicans, let us ſuppoſe a while, that Princes do generally derive their 
power from the people, and that what 7uſtinian ſays of the Roman Emperour, 
may be verified io all Princes and Monarchs : The People conferr'd upon him all 
their own Power and Authority. Digeſt. 1.1. tit. 4-0..1. Quod Princips placuit. 
Now what will this avail the uſual pretences of our Demagogues, unleſs they 
' canprove with all, that whoſoever makesa grant to another, or gives bim 

any Power, or Authority, whether to aCt as his Subſtitute, or rfile as his Su- 
xerior, he may reſume this Power, and recall, or annul his former a, when 
ne thinks it expedieT »f this can never be maintain'd, unleſs t P\ firſt 
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acknowledge, that all thegrants, gifts, and priviledges the King hrs nnde 
ſervedly conferr'd upon them, he may recall, as he thinks it expedient, and 
beltow them on more loyal Subjects: For in our Law-hooks we find, that 
all Land within this Realm were originally derived from the King. Ceke Litt. f. Gy. 
a. 98. anda. 4 Inſtit. f. 365. Bur no Law-book ever told us, that the Sove- 
raignty of this Kingdom was originally derived from the People: The King 
therefore,by this good Logick of ovr worthy Patriots, may recail ſuch Char- 
rers and Letcers Patent, as hethinks coavenient, and lo by degrecs ſeize 
upon the whole Kingdom. 

This argument alone is ſufficient to overthrow ſo groundleſs 2 Paradox, 
yet I will addtheſe following loſtances, 1. The Princes Eleftors of Germany 
have full Power to chuſe the Emperour, but being once choſen, they 
have no Power to depoſe him. 2. The Commons of England do by a vo- 
Iuntary El:Rion choſe Knights, Cittizens, and Buygeſſes, as their Repreſenta- 
tives in Parliament , and yer it was never heard, that they could either Pro. 
rogue or diſſolve them, although they had mainly betrayed their truſt, as 
in the Rump-Parliaments time. 3. A Woman chooſes her Huzsband, and tle 
Members of a Corporation their Mayor, or chief Magiſtrate; yet they have no 
Power to depoſe them upon any diſpleaſure, although they did notoriouſly 
abuſe their Authority ; becauſe in ſuch caſes, it is an — Maxim, Quod 
ſemel placuit, amplins diſplicere non debet. Moreover, imce the Eleftion of a 
Prince, the people ( as 7uſtinian ſpeaks) Confers upon him all their Power and 
Authority, How can they afterwards pregend to any Power of Revocation ? 
For if all be conferr*d upon the Prince, ſurely there can be no reſerve left in 
the people. And therefore it was well obſerved by the Emperonr Valentin. 
an, when ſome of his Officers, who choſe him for their Soveraign, carneſt- 
ly preſſed to have ſomethings granted, which he did not like: Souldiers 
(faith he) :t was in your Power to chooſe me for your Emperour z but after you have 
choſen me, what you deſire is in my Power, not yours. *Tis your duty as Subjefts 
to obey, and mine to conſider what ought to be done : apud Sozom, |. 16. hiſt. c. 

Secondly, That Monarchy is not only a Divine Ordinance, but alſo a prime 
conſtitution of Nature, is evident by ſeveral convincing Reaſons, and the 
plain Teſtimony of the moſt approved Writers of Antiquiry. Firſt, Even 
the Republicans themſelves do generally acknowledge that Government, at 
leaſt 5n genere, or in the Abſtraft, is an Ordinance of God, and founded in 
the prime Laws of Nature :, Yet it is unconceiveable how Government in 
could be ſo, unleſs at leaft ſome Species,- or kind thereof be ſo likewiſe; e- 
venas it is incomprehenſible how homo in communi can be called a rational 
Creature, unleſsat leaſt ſome particular man be rational: But if any kind or 
Species, of Government be Fure divino and founded in Nature, of neceſſity the 
beſt Form, or Spes ies thereof muſt be allowed for ſuch. Now all diſintere- 
[ſed people acknowledge, experience, reaſon, and authority confirms, that 
of all forts of Government, Menarchy is the beſt, the ancienteſt, and moſt 
agreeable to mans original. The wiſeſt of the Sons of men, thought it a 
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great curſe upon any Countrie, and an effeft of divine vengeance, to be 
governed by many Rulers. For the tranſgreſſion of a Land, (faith he) ma- 
ny are the Princes thereof, Pro. 28. 2. Since therefore contrariorum contraria 
eſt ratio, it muſt be no leſs happineſs to a Common- Wealth to be governed 
{ by one ſupreme Prince, or Monarch, than misfortune to be in a continual 
F danger of being diſtraCted by the FaCtions and private ends of many Rulers: 
and therefore (as T acitzs ſaith) unum Imperium unins animo regendam eſt. Or 
as it is exprefſed by that ancient Oracle, mentioned by Pluterch, in convivio. 


Felix arbs, vocem Praeconis qua unins audit, 


As for the Ancient Fathers, ſoundoubtedly they held Monarchy to be the beſt 
of Governments, that the undeniable excellency thereof they thought a ſolid 
argument to prove the Unity of Godagainſt the Heathens. Ag Tuſln Martyr 
in Orat. exhort. ad Gentes. Athanas. orat. cont. Idola. Cyprian. de 1del. yanit. and 
many others. Nay, the very Heatbens themſelvs by the ſole twilight of nat 
ral Reaſon, diſcovered the truth of this Doctrine, and always nded 
the Government of ſingle Rulers. That famous Sentence of UVlifſes recorded 
by Hemer (lljad.2.) and much extolled by Ariftotle 19 his Politicks, wascoun- 
ted an Oracle in the peaceable days of our happy Anceſtors. 


Our 4za2 mutoearins bis xoiggy & Tops its Bamberg. 


It is not good that many Reign, 
Ore King and Prince let all maintain. 


And Seners ſeverely reprehendeth the raſhneſs of Brutas for expelling Xing- 
&y Government out of Rome z when (faith he) he beſt State of 4 City or Com. 
wmonwealth is to be under a juſt King. lib-2.de beneficiis, c-20. the fame is atrcft.. 
ed by that great ſearcher of nature, 1 mean Arete, in ſeveral places of his 
works: In his eighth book of Ethicks, c-10. after the uſual diviſion of divers 
ſorts of Government, he concludes : Of theſe, Monarchy is the beſt, and @ popular 
State the worſt And inthe 4th. book of his Politicks, c- 2. he calls Menarchy 
the firſt and divineft ſort of Government. Beſides, it is very remarkable that 
although Ari/torle is much perplexed anddiſtratted about his Ariſtacracy and 
Democracy, notknowing how to diſtioguiſhthem, orfiad out their true Ori- 
ginal, and at.laſt doubteth whether there be any ſuch Government, as Arifto- 

ry. libs. 3, pelc-2. yer when he comes to ſpeak of Adonerchy, be finds it fo 
well ground:d in ere, that although he wanted the Light of the Holy 
Scriptures, which dcclare that the firſt Government inthe World was Adanar. 
chical tithe Father of all Fl:ſh; nevertheleſs, by the very glimmerings of 
netura. Feaſoi te dilcovers this Monarchy even inthe fukt facieties of Mankind: 
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The fo Society (Faith he) made of many Houſes is a Vitlage, which ſeems moſt 
agreeable to nature, as being 4 certain Colony of a Houſe, which ſome call Fojler- 
IEEE or Children and Childrens Children Therefore at firſt Cities were, aud 
vow alſo Nations are, governed by Kings, becanſe ſuch came together as were wider 
Kingly Government. For every Houſe is under the Empire of bim, that is «ldeſt ;, 
and ſo for kindred ſake it is in Colonies, that is in more Pamilies, which deſcended 
from the ſame Hauſe : whence Homer ſaith, Every Man gives Laws to bis Wwues 
and Children. lib. 1-pol.c-2. Thus Ariftocle deducerh the Original of Govern- 
ment, not from any Arbitrary Eleftion or choice of the People, bur from the 
Father-hood, and the natural ſubjeftion Children owed to their Parents ; which 
Doctrine ir ſeems he learnt of his worthy Maſter, the Divine Plats, who lib. 
3+ de legibus, ſaith : The true and firſt reafon of Authority is, that the Father and 
Mather and generally thoſe that beget and engender, do command axd rule vuer theis 
Childr en. 

To theſe we may add this one remerkgble Obſeryation, which plainly ſhews 
that as Popular Governments are not founded upon any demonſtrative Princi- 
ples of ſolid reaſon, ſo they have no grounds in the Sacred Oracles of Gods 
Ward. For in all the books of Holy Scriprxre, where Honour and Obedb- 
ence to the Temporal Magiltrate is ſo frequently inculcated, there is no other 
ſort or formof Government, but Monarchy to be found, no Majeſty is at- 
tributed ro the Multitude, no Soveraigaty to the Nobility all are unexcep- 
tionably commanded to Fear God and Honour the K jag, without any limitati- 
ons or proviſoes for their Obedience. And if we gotothe Original of Mans 
Creation, we ſball find that as Adam was the firſt Man, ſo he was the firſt 

 Monwrchof the whole Eareh, when God appointed him to ſubdue it, and 
have Dominion over all the Creatures thereof. Gen. 1. 28. His Children and all his 
; Poſterity were wholly under his Tuition and Government, ſo that none of 
them had any right or Title to polleſs any thing in Property, but by his Grant 
' or Permiſſion, or by ſucceſſion from him. This Power after Adam's Death 
deſcended by right of Primogeniture to his Poſterity, and ſtill continued Mo- 
narchical in th: Father-hood to the Flood, and after the Flood to confaſhon of 
Babel : Then were Kingdoms firſt erefted, Ger. 10-10. and by the diviſion of 
| Languages, divers Colonies of whole Families were diſperſed over the 
Face of the Earth, over which ſome of the prime Fathers had the $ 
Powcr, and were really Kings, who were all the Sons or Grand-Children of 
Noah, from whom they derived a Paternal and Regal Authority over their 
Families. In holy Scripture theſeace often called Patriarchs, that is, Heads, 
or Princes of Families, and althoughin ſucceeding Ages ſome of them were 
ſubje& to Kings ; yet ſtill they retained a ſubordinate Power over their own 
Tribes, and in general Aſſemblies were commonly accounted as all the peo- 
ple,and were reputed their lawfall Repreſentatives, 1Kizg.8.2, 14.a0d 2Chror. 
1. 2. and 5.2. Inthe whole Series, or Hiſtory of mans Creation and Pre- 
pagation we cannot find the leaſt foot-ſteps of Ariſtecracy, or Demecracy, 
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names never known to the World, uatill that kind ofGovernment* was iavent- 
ed by the giddy Grecians,a people that delighted in nothing more then changes 
and novelties (as we find particulatly obſervedin tie Athenians, Afts. 17. 21. 
the moſt learned of that Country) and were altogether deſtitute of the lighr 
of the holy Scriptures, whence they might have learn't the foundation of 
the aforeſaid Governments, viz. the ſuppoſed natural freedom, and equality 
ofmankind, to b: falſe and erroneous :For it is unconceiveable, how can any 
man be born naturally free from civil obedience, when by his very birth he is 
naturally Subjeft to his Parents; and if his Parents be ſubject to others, as 
their Fathers, Grand fathers, oc King, is he not conſequently ſubjeCt to his 
Fathers Superiour ? Likewiſe, ſince man is naturally inclined to Sociery, tro 
which end God gave him the faculty of ſpeaking, that he might communicate 
his thooghts with his Neighbour; and there can be no ſettled Sorcery a- 
mongſt men without Government, - nor any Government without ſubjeftion and 
obedience; what a Chimerical conccit it is,that a man inall theſe circumſtances 
can be free from civil ſubjetion ? Ina word, If men were naturally free from 
obedience to any Earthly Power, aad if Self-preſervation could diſpenſe with 
all our Tyes and Obligations to humane Society, there ſhould none but 
Self-Government be admitted in the World; nay, it were ain in the People 
eoconſent to any other, or attempt to deprive their proſterity of their na- 
torat liberty ; for if the Parents. will promiſe for themſelves to be Slaves, 
yet for their Children they caanot, who upon theſe Grounds have always 
the ſame right to preſerve, or regain their liberty, which their Fathers had 
to enllave themſelyes. | 

Yethere we muſt always diſtinguiſh Civil SubjetFion from Slaviſh Captivity, 
which the Republicans, to render their clamoucs the more plauſible, do com- 


monly confound : By the former a man ſtill retains his natural liberty, and _ 


property, has a right to acquire and purchaſe for himſelf, and diſpoſe of his 
own, as he thinks fit,unleſs prejudicial tothe Society, whereof he is a member , 
baot'the lattec utterly diſables him from acquiring any thing to bimſelf in pro- 


nerty, allhis Labours and Acquiſitions are wholly at his maſters. command -- 


The former isas natural to mankind, as civil Society ; the later is a violent 


afurpation upon our natural liberty : The former is no where better ſecured, 


then under the proteCtioa of Monarchical Government 3, for as Claudian ele- 
gant!y:ſaith.: 
| Fallitur egreg io quisquis ſub princepe credit 
Servitium , neque enim litertas gratior extas k 


Q 2am ſub Rege pls, —— 


_ The later is no where more tobe fear'd, than among the Factions and Di. 
vifio»s of pepul:r States ; which do ſeldom or never end, butin the Tyranni- 


| @tlLnrpationof oneof the Drmagogues over the reſt: For (as Ariftorle _ | 
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al Tyrants for the moſt part are made of the. fattions Ringleaders' of the people, ba- 
ving got credit with the multitude by faiſly impeaching and Calumaiating famous and 
renowned Men. lib. 5 polit.c.1o. By this artifice i Abſolom attrempied-to fratch 
the Crown from his Father ; the Tyrant Piſiſtratus for 30 years rogether cnfla- 
ved th: Ci:y of Athens, andin our own days the late griniſh 47onſter. Tyran- 
nized over the three Kingdoms. 

It is plain therefore by the: Obſervations, that of all forms of Govern- 
ment, the R-gal or Morarchic:t is the belt, the ſafeſt for the:Peoplc, and 'the 
molt agreeable co mans Or inal ; nay that Ariftecrary and, Democracy are ra- 
th:r Ufurpations upon Afonarchy, than any inſticutionof God or nature; (ince 
all Antiquity affirms, and he Holy Scriptures confirm, that the firſt Common. 
wealths or bodies Politick were governed by Monarchs. In the b:ginning of 
things (ſaiti Faſti:,the Hiſtorian) the Empires of Countries and Nation; were in 
the Power of Kings., lib.1.C.i. And Cicero, though according to: his education 
a great R:-publican, . yet lib. 3.de Legibus, he corteſſerth, That all ancient Nations 
were in former times governed by Kings. Ariſtotle likewiſe aftirmeth, that the 
firſt Common Weals among the Graecians, after Kingdoms, were made of thoſe that 
waged War. lib 4 polit.c.1 3. So that we (ee the firit lnventets of theſe poplar 
Governments, were not Mca inſpired by God, nor guided hy the Rules of 
nature, but rather ambitious unruly Fellows ; who being unpatient of any Sub» 
jeftion, became Uſu,/pers and Rebels to Monarchy ,, which even of late Days 
was here attempted by the Rump- Parliament. | 

Since therefore Monarchy is the beſt and ancienteſt,, or rather the ſole juf#- 
fiable form of Goavernmear, as 1 have prov'd hitherto it neceſſarily follow- 
eth,either that Government in the abſtraCt is not jure Divine, nor eſtabliſhed by 
the Law of nature: which yet is acknowledged by the Republicans themſelves; 
nay.by a Declaration of their pretended Parliament in the beginning of Arch 
1659. All Officers were obliged to Swear, That Magiſtracy and Mauſtry are the 
Ordinances of God. Baker.p.7 16, Or elſe that Aonarchical Government 1s as well 
an immediate inſtitution of God, as an immutable conſtitution of Nature. 

Andindeed unleſs nature had really inclined Mankind to this form of Go- 
vernment,it is unconceiveable how it could be ſogenerally received in the ve-- 
ry Infancy of the World, and ſtill continued notwithſtanding the _y nt af. 
aults of the FaCtious.by ſo many Countries and Nations of different Humours 
and Cuſtoms; ivſomuch that for three Thouſand Years together nething could 
be heard of theſe Popular States now-ſo much 1doliz'd: There can be no other 
reaſon aſſigned, but what is aſſerted by. St. Auguſtine, That it is a principal ground 
of Humare Society, to obeytheir Prince. li.3.contelt.c.z8. and therefore as peo- 
ple were by nature addiCtcd ro Society, ſo by the ſame motive and inſtin@ they 
were inclin'd to Aforarchbical. Government ; which may be furthee confirmed: 
by the general experience of former Ages : For as it may be demonſtratively 
concluded that nature obligeth us tp acknawledgeand-worſhip our Creator, be- 
cauſe even Aebeiſts thembiyes, although in the exceſs. of their luxurious and 


" % 


WLLM 


(20) 

brutal pleaſhres tbey deny. the exiſtence of God, yet when their Bodies de. 
Cay, andare reduced tothe utmolt extremities, when all Carnal Motives and 
Conſiderations arelaid aſide, they begin at laſt to confeſs his Being : So it is a 
convincing argument that ratwre inclines all Men to be governed by Single 
Rulers, becauſe though the Republicans do for a time deny the neceſſity of Xo. 
narchy, yet when they are by Factions and Diviſions reduced to their laſt ſhifts, 
and the body Polatick,, like the natwral, is overcharged with ill humours, or 
ſeiz:d: with violent Convulſions and Diffolutions of all its Joyots, they are for- 
ced at tength toacknowiedge Sovereign Princes to be the only means to unite 
the disjoynted Members of ſuch languiſhing Srates, and repair all their, other- 
wiſe incurable, Ruptures, and Breaches. For (ar Gregorixs Tholoſanus* well 
obſerves) to this kind of Government, as to d Sacred Anthor, all Wiſe Men do r1n 
for relief in the greateſt danger of the Common-wealth. lib. 1 3. deRep.c. 12. Thus 
the ſeveral Repablicks of Greece were always engaged in continual combuſtions 
both at home and abroad, without the leaſt hopes of putting any Period-to 
their diſtraCtions, nntil they were all reduced under the Proteftion of Moner- 
chby by K. Phillip of Macedmand his Son. The Romans had the like fate, fot not- 
withſtanding the Regal Power of theirConſuls, who (as Livy and the Law of the 
12.Tables teltify)were in effect eadued with Regal Authority,to which without 
doubt Rome did principally owe as well her ſplendour and greatneſs at home, 
asher famous Conqueſts over'Forreign Nations; yet becauſe they were the 
peoples one Creatures and handy-works, elevared upon a ſadden above their 
equals, -and raiſed to that Dignity only for a little rime, they could not exact 

from them that awful reverence due to Soveraignty, neither could they, bei 
always two, but be often lead by different FaCtions and Intereſts ; and there- 
fore the State was continually involved not only ia Wars abroad, but in Se- 

ditions and Conſpiracies at home. | 

Several ew Models of Government they 'invented and tryed, as Conſuls, 
/Decemvir sf, Urinnv'ri's, Diftator's, & Tribins of the People, but ſtill ro no 
purpoſe, they could never fectle untill the Soveraign Power wholly centred 
in Auguſtus Ceſar, 3s Lucixs Florus, having related the almoſt continual di- 
ſtraftionsof the Roman Common-wealth, teſtifyeth in theſe Words : 7n this 
Jo great adiſturbance we had this to rejoice at, that the Soveraign Authority was de- 
volved to Otavins Ceſar Auguſtus, who by bis Prudence and Condutt reduced toor. 
der the body of the Empire ſo ſhaken and diſturbed cn all ſidts,, that no doubt it could 
never have beenrennited, had vt not ſubminted to the Authority of one Governor, as to 
one ad the ſame ſou! and mind. lib.4:c-3- or (as T atitus peaks) there was no 6- 
ther remedy for the diſtraFted Country, but to be governed by one. lib. 1. annal. And 
ſo ſenſible were the Senare and People of Ryme of the unexpected benefits 
they reap'd by ſo happy a change, that with an unanimous conſent they order'd 
Valerias Meſſalla in their names opealy to ſalure Augrfts, Father of the Conn- 
ery. Saeron. in vita Augulti, c. 58.. Now if ſach Monarchs, as had no Legal 
Title tothe Government, proved ſo effeftual in healing the Breeding Wounds 
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of deſtraſted Common-Wealths z * What ſhall we Gay of Lawfull 
Princes, who by inherent Birth-right are intituled to the Crown ? 

| will conclude this argument wich ſome choice Teſtimonies of the, moſt 
learned writers of antiquity, both Chrifien and Heathen: The ancient Fa- 
thersare unanimous in this point, eſpecially ia their diſputes againſt the 
Heathens, where they not oaly poſitively aſarm that Anarchy is an inſtituti- 
on of Naure, but do further confirm it by the examp!ci even of Beaſts, and 
irrational Creatures, which cohavit together, or live in any kind of Socie- 
ty. As Cyprian de Idolor. vanit. Athanaſ. orat, adverſ. Idols. Hieren. Ep. ad 
Ruſticum, 570 many ns And the _ is —_— = 18 theſe words 
Nature did firſt fondout a King ; which we rſtand by the wer 
as by Bees, whoſe f ares a large Chamber in the middle, and 2 the. hefef —_ 
Beſides, he has 110 charge, but exatts the work of #thers, aud the King being 
loſt, the whole ſwarm decays,, lib. 1.de Clem.c. 19 0ras the Peer expreſles 
it, 


— —Rege incolumi mens omnibus un, 
#Vauiſo rupere fidem, 


Likewiſe, Ariſtotle afirmeth ; By the Law of Nature the Farber hath commeyid 
over his Children, the Progenitour over his Grand-Chil4ren, and the K ing over bis 
Subjetts, lib. 8. Ethic. Cap. 12. 

Neither are our own Sraautes and Confticutions any thing behind in- this 
particular, as will more fully appear in the enſuing Section: Here 1 oaly 
obſerve, that in our Law-books nothing is more obviovs thah to find the Ks 
ſtiled our natural Liege, Lord, and Soveraign, and our ſubjection to the Crawn, 
termed natural Obedience: as appears 24+ Hen. 8. c. 12. and 34.c-1.and 23» 
Eliz.. c. 1. and generally this has been obſerved, in all laditmenits of 
Treaſon. 

Now if the SubjeCts obedience to the Severaign be zatarel, certainly theig 
diſobedience muſt be awmararal and wicked; and if Kings he ofGods immediate 
inſtitution, the SubjeCts attempting to depoſe them from their right or 
forcibly reſiſt them, can be no lefs than Diabolical preſumption. Upon 
what grounds then can any People indeavour to alter the right of Succeſſion, 
and difmherit the Heir apparent, or next of bloed ? Sinceit is evident, the 
Heir and aQtual Poſſefſor have really the ſame right to the Crows, and differ on... 
ly inthe time of their enjoying the Sovereignty. For even as an inanimate 
Embryo has the ſame right tolife, asa Child already born, inſorauch that 
it is as perfe& murther 1n the fight of Gad, and as much agaioſt the Lew of 
Nature, to procure abortvon in the one, as take away the Life of the other: 

So what right the AFual Poſſeſſavr hath to the Crown during his Life, the 
fame hath the Heir Apparon, or acxt of llopd tenjyy it after his PredeceC. 
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ors death- And therefore ſince the «7ual Poſſeſſor is by the Law of God, 
and Natxre inveſted with the Soveraignty,as | have already demonſtrated :1t 
ſolleweth molt evidently, that the Heir apparent, or next of blood is by the 
ſame Laws intitled to the Crown 3; and conlequently the people have no more 
right to diſinherit the one, than depoſe the other. 

Hence it was EnaCted by K. Edward the 3d. That it ſhould be High Treaſon, 
in any man to compaſs,' or defign the death either of the King, or the Kings eldeſt Son 
and Heir 25. Edw. 3. for it's certain, theKings eldeſt Son is not mentioned in 
this A preciſely, becauſe the Kings Son, nor yet his eldeſt, otherwiſe all 
his Children, or atleaſt his natural Son, when eldeſt, ſhould have been 
igcluded therein : But the main reaſon why the conſpiring his death was made 
ſo heinous a'Crime,is,becauſe he is Heir apparent to the Crown; and always the 
King and next Heir of the blood Royal have both the ſame inherent right 
tothe Sovereignty, both are by the ſame Laws of God and Nature intitled 
thereunto, anddiffer only in reſpect of time. And this was well known to 
our ancient Parliaments, which were neither overaw*d by any Prevailing 
faftion, nor ſeduced by the plauſible pretences of Ceſigning Demagogues, as 
appears by their ſeveral aCts of recognizing the right of Succeſſion, where they 
conſtantly acknowledge the Crown to deſcend upon the next Heir of the blood 
Royal, by inherent Birth-right, by lawful and undoubted Succeſſion,according to the 
Law of Godand Nature; as will more fully appear iu the following Se- 
tion. 

I know ſome, who have nothing of ſolid reaſon to alleadge for themſelves, 
will quibble here with their frivolous diſtinftion of Heir Apparent and Pre- 
ſumprove \, whereas if we go to the very Etymology, or litteral ſenſe of the 
words, both do ſignifie the ſame thing as to this particular, viz. the next Heir 
of the blood Royal to the Crown, and have been commonly accepted in this 
ſence by our belt Lawyers and Hiſtorians. In brief, this is abundantly ſufi- 
cient for our purpoſe, that whatſoever argument makes for, or againſt the 
one, is of no leſs force in regard of the other : And upon what grounds, or 
by what Authority ſoever his R. Y. can be now diſfiaherited, or excluded 
from the Crown, by the ſame might our preſent _ be diveſted of his 
undoubted Birthright in his Fathers time : Nay, upon the ſame account might 
his Father himſelf be, as indeed he was, deprived of his Life and Dig- 
nity. * 

Our Republicans are ſtrangely troubled at this Dotrine, that Monarchy 
is at Ordinance of God, or an Inſtitntion of Natzwre , for they are 
ſure, if this Principle be once admitted, they cannot with any colour of 
juſtice have a finger inthe pye, or ſet upthat Golden Calf, their well be- 
loved - Common-Wealth : And therefore they leave no ſtone unremoyed 
to oppole and oyerthrow it. Nevertheleſs, though their Cavils againſt 
it be numerous, and their Clamours almoſt infinite, yet all this while they 
could not produce a jot of ſolid reaſon for their allcrtion, nor any approv 
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Autiority, but do ſtill infiſt upon mars gronndlaſa ſuppolicions and jmpro 
bable conjeQures of Certain Compaiis and Comnents, which they fancy ſhon!d 
have been ratified by the Prince, before the people perted withtheir ſyppo- 
ſednanral a}; And theſe conditions they ently take for granted, 
becauſe other wiſe all their totteriog ſuperſtructuce muſt tallto the ground, 
though they bave neither Scripture, nor Fathers, nor any other ancient Hyſto- 
r44n to warrant this their Conceit. In holy writ, where we read of the com- 
ing of Saw and Dowd to theCrown, nothing can be-found of theſe imaginary 
Capigulations z Beither can we meet in _ Hhferves with. any. thingaf 
that Nature. Rewalus did himelf chooſe his People and Senate, nor they 
their King, And to this. day we could never hear of theis Indentures, - of dr- 
tiches of agreement. Fuſtintells us, thas in the innacenyrdays of old the peo» 
ple had no ſettled Laws, the Princes pleaſure was the chick rule of their ati» 
ons : Populus wllns legibns tenebatar \, arbitria prineipum pro legibus exant, |. 1. 
c. I, What becamethea of, the peoples Compatty and Covenantywitchtheir 
Soveraign, Of were ſofilly to Capirulate with their Pripce 
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and Gold, that he exceeded all the Kings of the Earth for riches, 1 King. 10 23. 


Although theſe three particulars were expreſly prohibited by Gods immediate 
Command, Dem. 17. 16, 17, yet the people never attempted to puniſh, or 
depoſe him, much leſs deprivehim of his Life by a formality of Law ; which 
is an unanſwerable argument, that although Severaigns had tranſpgreſſed the 
Laws both of God and Man, yet they are ſtill reſerved to the divine Tribunal, 
and not:puniſhable by any Earthly Powers. 

But to return to our Repablicears Cavils againſt the netral inſtitution of 
Monarchy, although they raiſe a prodigious fabrick of impertinencies,” bÞon 
the aforeſaid groundleſs ſuppoſitions of popular Freedom, ' and the Subjects 
conditional ſabmiſſion to the Prince z yet 1 could never find any thing worth 
the anſwering objeCted by them, but three 3; which I ſhall rake natice of in 
this place, in further confirmation of what is aſſerted hitherto. 


1G. If ary (fay they) had made any Laws about Gevernment, all Go- 
mn oY would have been the ſame, becauſe what nature does is uniform and 


Anſ. They might as well alleage, 1. That Self-preſeryation (their own 
common pretence for all Villanies) is no Law of Nature, becauſe ic is ſo far 
from being a5verſal, that thouſands have in all Ages voluntarily killed them- 
ſelves, and thought it more happy to ſhorten their lives by a violent death, 


 - than prolong'ivany further in miſery ; eoncluding with Falins Ceſar ; Satins 


| ſemel mots, "quam ſemper timore mortis torqueri. 2. That wature does not 
een ths ao weritpGod. becauſe there are, and have been many 
millionzof Arbeits in the world ; nay, that reaſon-and knowledge are not 
watural to man, becauſe neither wniform nor wwverſal, but ſome are more, 
ſome lefs rational. In fine, they might alleage, that the power of the Father 
over his Wife and Children, is not founded upon the Rnles of Neture, be- 
cauſe we find this, as other Governments, varied and altered in ſeveral times 
andplaces.” Amongſt the Perſians, the Fathers uſed their Children like 
Slaves, Arif.1.8. Ethic.c. 10. And the Romans had the Power of Life and 
death over their Children; as appears by Quintil. declam. 6. Aulus Gell. not. 
Arie. 1.'5.c-'19. and others. In Ariſtotele s time, Husbands in divers Coun- 
rreys uſed rxhejr Wives like Slaves, 656. 1.pol.c. 2. Andat this day they are 
not much better among the Tiwks.. Nay, in Spain they are fo ſevere to their 
Wives, that if people attempted to introduce the like cuſtom into England, 
itwere to be feared, that our women would unanimouſly joyn together, and 
by that bleſſed Law of ſelf-preſervation depoſe or put away their Husbands. 
Even therefore as the Husband has by the Law of Nature power to govern 
his Wife, and the Father his Children, though this Power as to it's uſe varied 
ia ſome circumſtances, according tothe diverſity of Ages and-Countreys ; 
ſo Monarchs, who are the common Fathers.of the people, are-impowered 
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by nature to Rule ard Govern their Subjets, though this Government as to 
its exerciſe may receive ſome circamitantial alccrations, as the Sgverayn 
thall chink moſt expedient for hitnſe/f and his People, Anthindeed ligge there, 
is no Government upon earth uniform or univerſal; but various and different, 
according to the diverſity of Nations and Countries, aad that all learned Men 
do nevertheleſs acknowledge Government; at leaſt in the abftra2, to be an ir- 
ſtitution of Nature, it mult of neceflity be granted, either that this ObjzCti- 

on is fallacious and ſophiſtical, or elſe that Government inthe abſtcaGt is 0a- 

ly a Platonich 1des, a meer imaginary Notion. 


_ -Obj. 2. If Monarchy (fay they) be allowed an Ordinance of God, or an 
inſtitution of »arwre, we muſt uncharitibly condemn all thole Communities, . 
which have not this form of Govergment, for violating Gods Ordinance, and 
conan pronounce their Authority aull, and their Proceedings unlaw- 


Anſw. Other forms of Government are indeed but Uſxrpations upon the 
Monarchical Power, as Lhavealteady obſery'd; yet an Ulurpation, though at 
the beginning it be unjuſt, - may nevertheleſs become lawful, cither by a poſt. 
conſent of rhe Party griev'd, or by preſcription and length of time. And it 
is unlawful for any Man, except the right Proprietors and thoſe emponrerad 
by him, to moleſt or diſturd tuck as are concerned or imployed in tuch Go- 
veraments-. - For evenas Thieves,; while they are polleſſed of ſtolen Goods, 
have a Title in Lew againſt all others bat the true owners, inſomach that it is 
a Sin for any other to deprive them of ſuch Goods : ſo Uſu havea Title 
inthe Government againſt all perſons, but the true Heirs; and where the Uſur- 
/ pation has continued ſo long, that the knowledge of the right Heir is loſt by 
' the ——_ one ought to comply with the Government then eſtabliſh'd, 
| and caſt off all thought of any future change, though patkoge for the better, 

leaſt the Remedy may prove worſe than the Diſcaſe , ſuch changes, 
| prin Fight or other liniſter means, (as Salut well obſerves) do always 


ortend Flight, Maſſacres, and other Hoſtilities, In bello Jugurth. And this 
Fnuſt be allow?d for truth in all forms of Government whatioever : For even 
as in popalay States both the Government and Governours come in by Uſurpa- 
tion, 10 in Monarchy though the Government be inſtituted by Natare,yet the 
Governour may often be an Uſarper z nay, there is hardly any Adonerch 
now upon earth, but is either an Vſuyper, or at leaſt his Heir and Sacceſſor, I 
omit, that Matrimony is a Divine Ordinance and an undoubted laſtitution of 
nature, yet we muſt notralhly cenſure thoſe that never Marry ; neither muſt 
we Condemn the Reformed Churches of Frexce and other Countries, who 
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0hj. 3. God was incenſed againſt the 1ſr aelites for aking a King: 1, Saw. B. 
2008 12.16. and Feſta. 1;. 11; therefore Kingly: Government 15 no Divine 
itution. ts X 


- A»ſw. If this Objeftion had any force, it ſhould prove not only that Afe- 
* narchyisno Divize Ordinance, but alſo that itis altogether unlawful and re- 
pugnant to the Will of God : But the Republicans themſelves dare not affirm 
the later: And therefore, according to that common Maxim, Argument uns ni 
wi; probans, nibilprohat, their Obje&ion is forceleſs and impertinent. Be- 
kdesit is obſervable, that God never adviſed the Few: to ſet up any papular 
Government, whether Ariſtocracy or Democracy, but exprelly ordet*d Same. 
#1, to bearken to their voice, and make them a King. 1 Saw.8.22. And certainly ir 
cannotenter into any Mans thoughts, that God would promilſe,as an extraor- 
dinary Bleſfing, to Abraham and7acob, Gen. 17.6. and 35-11. That Kings ſhould 
come ont of their Loins; or threaten as a great curſe or Puniſhment, that the 
Children of Ifr acl flanld abide days without 4 King. | Hoſea. 3. 4. if Monar- 
oby were repugnant ro Gods Will. / The fault therefore ſo much reprebaggrd 
in the J/- aclites, was tot their axking a King, which they were allowed both 
by the dittates of Nature and the expreſs Word of God, Dexr. 17.15. bot ra- 
ther their incredulitie and miſtruſt in the 4ivw#e Goodneſs, and their confiding 
r#Her in an carthly King, than in the overruling Providence of the Almighty, 
who notwithſtanding ſo many miraculous deliveries,” ſo:many Sampſonr and 
Gedrons extraordi june vy Got to reſcue chem fromche hands of their 
Enemies, yet were ftill ſo miſtroſtful either of the Divine Goodneſs or Power 
toſavethem from the Ammonites, that nothing could fſatiafy them, unleſs 
they had a King to Reign over them; when the Lord their God wes their King. 
& Sew.12. 12. by which 1nfidelity they incenſed the:Lord againſt them; 253 
their Fathers before them did in the Wilderneſs by their 'querulous defirin 

of Bread and Water, things indeed of theſelres no lefs uecellary than natu- 
ral to the life of May, yet le when'defired-ont of deſperation or diffi. 
dence in the Divine Goodnefs ; and therefore thePcopte were thea puniſhed 
evenwirh Fiery Serpents for their ungrateful Murmurings. Aambers 21, 


$, 6. 


This was the reat crine of the Frtrin deſiring a: Ks geither do 1 
: j } imirarte tham65thath ncredu- 


Te ea F Prop Gd over - an ſheciall 
ons deſpatring o7s, flian ryan have doae, efpecially 
| tiate- May 79. who after all their ſignal defiveries from chedifferem Fattions 
of Papift; and Fanatichs, after aff their nnexpeOred” Bleflings, and thei late 
miracotous Reftoration totheir Prince'and Proſpericy, (yet are ſtill ſo miſtcult. 
ful of the Divine Providence, that nothing <an(Ricfy them, but a Kingof their 
ow1.immediate Creation; otherwiſe they will undoubtedly cry out with LB 
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wicked Fews in their Councel againſt our Sawony : The Romans ſhall 
fake away both our Place and Nation. Joi 11.48, | 


The Third Sition. Of the Laws of England. 


We come row to the Conftitations and Cuſtoms of this Kingdome, which 
as to the Stature- Laws appear fo various and different, that ir may feem an 
Herculean task to ſqueeze the truth out of ſuch paipeble repugnancies ht con- 
traditions. For ſo-many Uſurpers have been ed of this Imperial Crown, 
and fo many Laws and Statutes excogitated by them,/and" their Creatutes in 
Parliament, to ſupport their defeftive Titles, and ſettle that by the wit of 
man, which the Law of God and Natzre did not allow; that it is almoſt 
impoſſible for any Faction now to contrive any proj: againſt the Crown; or 
Sacceſſien, but they ſhall find ſome ſeeming Preſident, or At of Parlinment 
to juſtific their proceedings: Infomuch, that unleſs we pirch- vpdn'Tortie 
aſſured Rules or Principles, which like Ariadnes clew, may guide'us through 
this intricate Labyrinth, we ſhell hardiy be able to diſcover the trath, vt” find 
-eur way back again. (- | my 

Firſt,” Therefore we muſt ſuppoſe, that a King may be fuch only te faults 
whouſurp3 the Crown, or de jure alſo, who lawfully enjoys it 3 and a 'the 

:Tirles of theſe Princes are different,- ſo no dotiht their m2thods in: the Go- 
wornment Aannot bealike, the Uſurpeys being geterally forced, for the Support 

- of their cottering Titles, either by Tyranzy to'deſtroy the Subject, or pyr- 

chaſe aprovaricw' Soveraignty from the people by clipping the Prevoparive. © 

2. That as ſeveral Partament; Have been over-aw'd by prevaling Tadtion, 
or ſednced by ſome wheedling Intrigners, to vote contrary to their 0wn in- 
clination, and common Intereſt; 1o divers Kings throvgh weakneſs either 
of Title, or Judgment, or to avoid fome eminent inconveniences, have 
often granted ſome things againſt the Dignity, and Prerogative of th: 
Crown. 

3. That thoſe Statntes are always to be held the moſt Aurhbentich, which 
we figd to have been freely voted, and enacted, not for any private end, * but 
for the common-good, without any awe, or dureſs, either upon King, or 
Parliament. 

Theſe things thus premiſed, before I eſtabliſh my own Aſertion, 1 will 
briefly diſcover the fallacy of our Republicors uſual pretences. 

. "They commonly begin with eg Foo, whoſe unfortunate Government 
thovld, in my opinion, rather terrrfiethem from countenancing uſurpations 
for the futnre, - than give them any encouragement to bring that unhappy 

Prince now upon the ſtage, to put all fober People 'in mind of the diſmal 
conſequences unavoidably enſuing the peoples temerity in medling with ſo 
nice a point, as that No's yay: wed the Succeſſion of the Crown. But what 

does this/ example make for their purpoſe ? Was Prince Arthitr of Bri- 
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r14in diligherited, or King John elected” by the People? And if (o,, whether by 
the people we 4,1 or diffaſine ? The firſt cannot be.pretended, becauſe 
there was no ſctled Houſe of Commons, till after King Fohnsdays z and though 
there had been, yet by the Fundamental L ws of this Nation, they could act 
nothing without the Royal aſſent, which in this caſe they wanted: neither 
can the later be with aiy colour allerted, becauſe they neyer met, either ro 
diſigherit the one, or elect the other. And if their ſubmiſſion to his 
Government ought to be conſtrued for their conſenting to, his Eleftion, then 
either this conſent can give no /egaltitle, or it is impoſlible for any, man to 
»ſurp the Crown, nay, Cromwel mult be acknowledged to have been the-true 
and lawful Governour of theſe three Nations, and all thoſe- that have. made 
parties againſt him, in his Maje/ties behalf, co have been Trayiors and Rebels , 
Moreoyer, it is a conſtant Araxim in our Laws, that the Monarchy of Enp- 
land, asof all Hereditary Kingdoms, excludes all [nterregnums, and that the 
attual Poſſeſſor is no ſooner deceaſed, but the next Heir becomes ipſo fatts 
compleat aad abſolute King to all intents and purpoſes. For as our Breetsſls 
Solomon well obſerveth, hereditary Kingdoms, (nothing more certain, nothing 
more uncontroulable ) the Kings death inſtantly maketh Livery and Seiſin-of the Roy- 
alty to bis next Succeſſour. In his defence of the Right of Kings, p. 149, And 
Sir Edward Coke, the Oracle of our Engls/h Laws, expreſly afficmeth it co be 
the Common-Law of this Nation, that This Kingdom is 4 Monarchy ſucceſſive 
by inherent Birth-right, 'of all others the moſt. abſolute, and perfet form 
of Government, excluding Interregnums, and with #« Infinite inconveniences 
Preface to bis fourth Book of | Reports, Principio. And this, is undenyable, 
though the ſucceding Prince be not then actually Crowned, nay, - though he 
happen at that time tobe 1a the remoteſt part of the World. Thus K. Edward 1. 
though abſent in the Holy Lend, in war againſt the Twrkes, when his Father 
dyed, yet he was ipſe fatto the undoubted Sovere:zn, of this Kingdom and ated 
as ſuch for almoſt two years-before -his Coronatzon. In like manner hig $a- 
cred Majeſty that now is, began his Raign from the moment uis Royal Father 
was inhomanly facrificd by the Republican Regicids, though at that time he 
was not withia his own Dominiens, nor for 12 years alter Crowned in this 
Kingdom. 10 brief Edward 5th. was never Crowned; and Henry 6th. Edward 
4th. Henry 7th." And all his Succeſſours,atted as Kngs, no leſs before than af- 
rer their reſpective Coronations : far this Solemnity is but a meer Ceremony, and 
addeth nothing either to the Kings Title, or | Authority. And this js ex- 
preſly reſolyed to be the Law ofthis Nation, by all the; Judges of England. 
1 Fac. in Watſon and Clarks Caſe, Coke 7. Rep. 1 1- and. 12. Calvins, and 1 Elit. 
Dyers Rep. 165 a. Its plain therefore, that this Kingdom never admits of any 
Interregnums ;, and conſequently upon the yery moment of K. Richard the firſts 
death, there wasa true and compleat King of England, antecedently to the 
Ele&tion of King Fob : So that the Peoples rejeCting, Prince: Arthur of - Brit- 
rain was not ſo much the diſinheriting the Heer Apparent to..the, Crown, ag 
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the depoſing their «Qual King and Soveraign, And by what Law they have 
done it, the tragical Calamities brought upoa this Nation by that unfortu- 
nate King, may eaſily inform us; 1 wiſh they may effeftually warn us. 

Secondly, 'They alleage that K. Richard 2. was for his miCgovernment de- 
poſed by Act of Parliament, and Henry 4- clefted in his ſtead. This objetti- 
on indeed ſtrikes fully home, and plainly dilcovers what Spirit our bleſſed 
Patriots are of, and whar they would be at, had their power been correſpon- 
dent to their will :They,goodPeople, are go leſs dexterous in depoling Kings 
than excluding Herrs, and they are ſure not to want Preſident for either, 
when occaſion requires : Yet hecauſe this attempt ſeems as yet too great,they 
muſt go an by degrees,and as Afilo by uſing to lifta Calf, learnt'to carry a Bull; 
ſo they by excluding the lawful Heic, will more ealily find away to depoſe the 
aCtual Poſleſfor. Then Poſterity my cry, farewell King, and Kingly Go- 
vernment, farewell that Golden Age of our happy Anceſtors, 
/ 


Satkriins periit, perierunt ff ſua jurd. 


But to-return from this Digrcflion, can our good Patriots tell us, whether 
the two Houſes had the Royal Aſſent in paſſiag this AR, or Bill of depeſition, 
or paſs'd it without his conſent and approbation. King Richard's conſcat 
they could not have, for he was forced by Heury of Lancaſter to reſign his 
Crown; and where there is force,ſurcly there can be no conſent : And' Henry of 
Lancafters conſent could nothing avail them ; for it is ſuppoſed he was no King 
but by vertue of this very ACt of Parliament : Yet it could never be done by 
the two Houſes alone; for although by a fiction in Law,they are repured the 
Repreſentative Body of the people of England, becauſe the King commonly 
takes them for ſuch, yet really they repreſent not the tenth parr of the.Peo- 
ple, and therefore whenſoever they proceed contrary to Law, by endea- 
vouring to a any thing without the Royal aſlent, eo ipſo they forfeit the be. 
nefit of this fiſtion in Law, and are no more to be xcputed the Peoples Re- 
preſentatives;, neither can they pretend to any power in this ſuppoſition, un- 
leſs they run with the Rabble to that Anarchical Chaos of popular Freedom ; 
and then,as I have already proved, the greateſt Peer has no more Title to the 
Government, than the meaneſt Coblery. Beſides, the want of the Royal aſſtnt 
was not , the only defe&t of this Bil of Depoſition, for the 
Parliament it ſelf was not only illegal, as being ſummon'd not by 
King Richard, who then wastheir yundoubted. Soveraign, but by Henry of 
Lencafter though in King Richerds name ; but alſo overaw'd by an Army of 
490r 50 thouſand men, raiſed by the Dake of Lancaſter, againſt his natural: 
Prince, that he might win that by force, which by Law he could not pro- 
cure. How then canany man of common ſenſe bring an aQt of an illegal Par- 
liament,and in reſtraint toognay, without the Royal aſſent, and conſequently 
without Life, and Form, as a Preſident for diſinheriting, or depoſing any 
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"Prince whatſoever ? Asif the doing of an ill thing once, were a ſufficient 
Warrant to aCt it over again. Were it not more' rational to conſider, how 
little reſpec ſubſequent Parliaments had to the validity of thoſe pretended 
Afts of depoling King Rithard, and entailing the Crown upon Henry of Lan- 
caſter, and his Heirs, thatin Edward 4ths days they had not the Honour to 

be repealed ? Nay, all the Afts of Henry 4+ H. 5. and H. 6. grounded upon 

the aforeſaid Att of Depoſition, were deem'd of no force,until expreſly con- 
firmed by Edw. 4- in the ſame manner as his Sacred Majfty,that now is, con- 
firmed ghe judicial proceedings of the late Uſurpati on. | 
Thitdly, They obje@ that the Crow! was by aft of Parliament entailed 
upon Henry the ſeyenth. Very true, and ſo it was eſtabliſhed by a like At 
of Parliament upon his Predeceſſor, that Monſter of Nature, King Richard 
the Third. Yet it little availed the one, neither could it ſignifie much for 
the other, had he not prudently married the Lady Elizabeth, eldeſt Daugh- 
ter to Edward the fourth, and conſequently the immediate Heireſs of the 

Crown; by which marriage he happily turn'd his vſurpation to a lawful Sove- 
raignty, and ſecured himſelf in the Throne. For thougha fit of madneſs does 
ſometimes, like a contagious diſeaſe,ſeize upon this Nation, and an itching de- 
ſire of change; yet upon ſecond thoughts they repent their raſhneſs,- and 
finding by experience that in ſuch revolutions ſeldom comes a better, they 
are ſoqn/ inclined to return to their duty, and reſtore the lawful 'Heir. 

Then all Ads of Parl:ament made in favour of their former 740! vaniſh by de- 

'grees, and are no longer in force thin the Vſurpers ſword is able to- main- 

"ain them. This, experience can ſufficiently te} ns ; 'and that both Havuſes of 

"Parliament caa never make a lawfull Xing of an uſurping Prince, is evident 
by.this following Dilemma : Either theſe Srtatmrr- Kings, who by birth have no 

Title ro the Crown, arc true Kings beforethey are 1oted fuch by the Partia 
ment, Or not.: If.they are, the Parliament confers no power upon them, and 
C alequently they owe not their Soveraignty to the people, as is pretended : 
If not, they. have no power to ſummon Parliaments; it being as 'prepoſte. 
roue and unreaſonable, that an unlawful- King covld fummon a' fawfyl 
Parliamme, as. that an unlawful Parliament, covld make a lawful 

Ring... Such Parliaments therefare, as were hitherto fummon'd by theſe 
Statute-K ings, were null and vaid from the beginning, becauſe they cammot 
lawfully meer, unleſs lawfully ſumman'd, neithercan they be lawfully ſam- 
mon'd,. but by 2 lawful King ;, and conſequently they conld give no- Sove- 
raiga power, nor, make any fitm Laws, unlefs afterwards confirmed by je- 
gal Parliaments; as the Afts of Hen.4. and his Succeſſours were expreſly E 
tihed and confirm'd by,K. Edw. the 4th. | ' 

Laſtly, They argue,that&. Henry 8.and ©. Eliz.made ſeveratTaws tolim- 
mit, and ſettle the Succeſſionof the Ciown. Herrythe8. indeed made; and 
upmade ſ:veral mad Laws to that purpoſe, which prove nothing more; than 
the cprie/our humour of that Prince,who made aſtajking Horſe of hitParhia. 
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ments-toſerve his own private ends, and {til gave them to urderl ard they 
were t20adviſe,but he tocommand what be pleated, for in all chings, ig/e oh? 
& fatta ſuit. lo the 25: year of his raign, ke baſtardizes Mary, aud lygiti- 
mates Elizabeth, bis Daughters, and wakes the later iuheritable 40 
the Crown; nay, he preſcribes an Oath, (26. H.8. c. 2.) which was to be 
tender*d to all. his Subjects, Thar they ſhould bear Faith, Truth, and Obedieuce 
only ro the; Kings Majeſty, and to his Heirs of bis Body, of hi: moſt dear and cntg- 
ly beleved lawful Wife 2. Anne begotten, or tobe begotten :. And.the refulal.gf 
this Oath, was adjudged miſprizon of Treaſon. 25. H.$.c, 22. $. 13. Yet with- 
in a wa years after, to, take, accept; vane, or, call any of the ſame; Ange Bo- 
teins Children, lawfall, or legittimate was (notwithſtanding their foxmer 
Oath,) adjudged High-treaſon, by aCt of, Parliament. 28. Hen. 8. c. 7. 4. 2g. 
Andit's well, ſince their hand was in, they made it not a fin againſt the 
Holy Gboſt. ti | 

Burthe mans extravagancy 15 yet more apparent, when in the ſame Sta- 


tyte he procures to be further enatted, That jn caſe be bad no iſſue by Jane. (his 


n Queen) he might dſpeſe of the Crown to whatſocver Perſon, or Perſons be 
'4.. And the whole Natoen was obliged by the {anftimony of an Oath fo 


.oblggyethis Law, Atlaſt, in the 35 year of his Raign (Chap. 1.) he entails 
r 


the:Crown upon himſelf, Prince Edward, and the Princeſſes Mary, and Elit- 
abeth formerly Baſtardiz'd, and dilioherited, and for want of iſſue ,of-their 
Bodies, he was again hou Aa the ſame Act of Parliament, to diſpoſe of 
the Crewnt0 what Perſon, or Perſons ſoever he pleagd, by .his laſt Will, 
and Teſtament : And the whole nation was again ſworn to obſerye his pleaſure 


' therein. By.vertue of this Extravagant Power,upon failure of his own iſlne, be 


ſolemnly bequeaths the Engl;ſh Monarchy to the houſe of Swffolk, (he might as 
well beſtow it to Fobn a-Nokes) and as much as in him, and his aft of Par- 


lament lay, he totally excludes the elder Houſe of Scotland. But what became 


of all theſe dilinheriring Statutes ?: When it came to the teſt; they had not 
the Honour ta be repealed, but were held null and void from the beginning, 


as being notoriouſly repugnant tothe Laws both of Ged and Nature, and the 


Common Cuſtoms and Conſtitutions of this Kingdom. 

Is it not madneſs. then in the higheſt degree, to produce ſuch afts now, 
as preſidents which were never look'd upon,not only as fit to be obſery*d,bug 
as fotthy to be repealed ? Nay,were never held of greater force, ar yalidity, 
than the wild Ordinances of the Ramp Parliament ? As will more fully appear 
by this Dilemms ; Either. the Statutes of King Henry 8, about Succeſſion, 
were Obligatory, aud valid in Law, or they were not: If not, then Atts 
of Parliament. contrary to the right of Succeſſionare without any. more a-doe, 
null and void in Law : If they were, by what Authority was 'the Houſe-of 
Suffolk excluded, or King James admitted to the Crown, coatraryto ſo ma- 
ny Statutes enacted againſt. him ? Or how can we juſtify our Predecefſors from 
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conclude they were illegal and void from the beginning, as being notori- 
ouſly repugnant to all Laws, both humane and divine? And CEE not 
fit to be obſerved ;, becauſe, nod male juratur, pejns ſervatur. As Tor Q. 
Eliz. if we conſider how much her title to the Crown depended upon Sratate- 
Law, and how queſtionable her Birth-right was generally eſteemed, we can- 
not much admire, if for her own Intereſt and Security, ſhe attributed more 
to an Act of Parhament, than otherwiſe ſhe would have done. T he dubi- 
ouſneſs of her legitrimacy, and het being ſolemaly baſtardiz*d by At of Par- 
liament, and by her own Father too, 'neceflitated her, when her Birth-right 
was not ſufficient, to court the Peoples fayour, and endeavour to ſupply the 
defects of her Title with a popular eſtabliſhment, againſt the pretenſrons of 
Q. Mery of Scotland, who was generally look'd upon in that age to have a far 
clearerright to the Gown,than the other. And therefore Q Ez. in the 1 3 year 
of her raign, alchough atthat time ſhe had the ſame Q, Mary. (contrary to 
the rules of common Hoſpitality, nay, of Humanity and natural affection) 
keptin aloathſome Prifon, yet being always fearful of Future contingencies, 
and ſtill miſtryſting the weakneſs of her own title, | ſhe cauſed to be enatt- 
ed > That if any RY affirm, that our Soveraign Lady, the Queens Mar 
jeſty, that now is, with andby the Authority of the Parliament of England, #8 
not able to make Laws and Statutes of ſufficient force and validity to limit and bind 
the Crown of this Realm, and the Diſcent, limitation, inheritance and Government 
thereof. ——that entry fuch Perſon ſo holding, during the Queens Life, ſhall be 
guilty o High Treaſon, and after ber death, ſhall forfeit bis Goods andChattles, 
13-EUZ. C. 1. : 

Thisis the great bughear of the Ariduce/ party, which like a Scar-Crow 
they place up and downin their Libels to frighten the ſimple people from 
their duty and allegiance to the Crown. But what can his Act make for their 
' "purpoſe? will they acknowledge, that whatſoever Power is aſſumed, or 

given by Parliaments, muſt always continue in force,untill expreſly repealed ? 
If it muſt not, why ſhonld this Power aſſumed by Q Elizabeth and her Parls- 
ament continu? more than thereſt ? 'But if it muſt, then his Majeſtie that 
now is, may by his laſt will and Teſtament bequeath the Crown to Jobn a- 
- Woker, becauſe this extravagant Power was ginen to King Henry the 8. by two 

Atts of Parliament, never yet repealed. 28 Hen. 8. c. 7. and 35. e. 1. Or if 
our preſent Soveraign cannot thus beſtow the Kingdom; though K. Henry the 
$ was by the aforeſaid Statutes empower'd, (if Statutes coufd give any ſuch 
Power,)todoit ; why ſhould it be concluded, that the Kay and Parliament 
- nowcan diſinherit the lawful Heir, or diſpoſe of the Crown as they pleaſe, 

tothe Great Twk or Pope of Rome, although Q. Eliz. and her Parliament 
aſſumed to themſclves the Power of limiting, or altering the Succcſſion- 
For if the former Statutes were excogitated to farisfie the capricions hu- 
mour of an extravagant Price, the later was ena:ted to confirm and Eſtabliſh 
a dubious Title. If the former was unjuſt, as being contrary to common 
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reaſon and the known Laws of the Land, the later (as I have proved) is dire. 
ly repugnantto the Laws,both of God and Mar; nay, we find ſome Preſident 
for the formerin Attalus King of Pergamas, who by his laſt Will bequeathed 
his Kingdom to the Romani-Flerss,l.2c.20,but could never figd that ſince the be- 
ginning ofGovernment to thele late degenerating times,any people diſinherig- 
edtheir Prince,or excluded him from theCrown by a formal ACt of the Legiſlative 
Power;no nor ever attempted,ualeſs byhis holineſs and his conclave, whoſe 
omnipotent will, and infallible Spirie, Ithink,are notto be imitated by a limit- 
ed fallible Parliament.la finejf the former was meant only of K. Hen. 8.the later 
with greater likelihood, was meant ſolely of Q.E1.for had that 2.really intene- 
ed,rthat this act ſhouldalways continue to empower herSucceſlors to diſpoſe of 
theCrown, it is unconceiveable what could be her reaſon to have the tranſgre(- 
ſing thereof during he own life paniſhable with death,butafter her deceaſe,only 
with the loſs of goods; ſince in all we; govern*'dCommon-wealths it is a funda- 
mentalRule,that where theCrimes are the ſame,the puniſhment muſts be alike: 
it's plain therefore by the very altering the penalty, the full ſcope and deſign 
of this ſtatute, was; Firſt, to ſecure Q. Elz. during her life from being e« 
je&ted, or diſpollcſled of the Crown by Queen Mary of Scotland, or her 
Heirs. Secondly, To preſerve her memory from being defam'd after her 
death, opſlaunderouſly charged with the ha.nous crime of uſurping the Crown ; 
which in the general opinion of that age,was the inevitable conſequence of 
affirming, that ſhe and her Parliament could not limit the Succeſſion : the firſt 
therefore, was to be puniſhed with death, the 2d. only with the loſs of goods. 
. The firſt expir'd with her life, and the Second together with the above- 
mentioned Statutes of K. Henry 8. was ipſo faito abrogated, when the Houſe of 
Scotland, againit which theſcStatutes were purpoſely intended,happilycame to 
; theCrownzor rather all were void and null, from the beginning,as being unjuſt, 
' unreaſonable, and contrary to the fundamental conſtitutions of this Realm. 
| Thus we ſee upon what unwarrantable preſidents our Promoters of the Bill 
of diſinheriſon, do raiſe that Babel-bke Fabrick, which has already bred fo 
much confuſion both in the Tongues and Brains of the People. It's enough 
' for their purpoſe, if a thing has once been done, but with what Juſtice, or 
Equity it has been atted, they never examine, nor enquire. But ſince all ra- 
tional men do prefer the Counſels of peaceable Seaſons to the reſolutions of 
Fattious times z, the acts of Lewfal Kings to that of encroaching Ujurpers x 
and the proceedings of a Pree-Parliament toa forced complyance either of 
Prince, or People : No Man of ſenſe will think the aforeſaid Statutes a ſuffici- - 
ent Warrant againſt the Fundamental Cuſtoms and Conſtitutions of this Na- * 
tion, founded upon the common Principles of all Hereditary Kingdoms, up- 
on the immutable Laws of God and Nature, and withall declared, and ac- 
knowledged for ſuch, not only by our beſt Lawyers, but alſo by divers ut 
exceptionable Att; of Parliament. 
wu Firſt, Ia the year, 1460. when OO Plantagenet Duke of York in Parlia- 
2 ment 
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ment claimed the Crowns of Englaydand France, as being the next. Heir to.La- 
ozel Duke of Clarence, elder Brother to Fobn of Gauat, of whom. m_—_— 
the Houle of Lancaſter ; it was anfwer'd- by the Kings patty, That the ſome. 
Crowns were by Aft Parliament entailed upen Henry the f« onrth,, Grand Eathcr. ts 
KingHenry the ſixth. But the ſaid Dake unanſwerably replies, That if: Kivg Hen- 
Ty the fourth, might have obtained the ſaid Crowns of England and France, by Tit 
tle of Inheritance, Deſcent, or Succeſſion, he neither needed, nor would have de- 
fired, or made them tobe granted to bim;in ſuch wiſe as they be by that Att : Which: 
(faith he) rakerh ng place, neither is of any force, or effebt againſt him, that: is 


right Inher tor of the ſaid Crowns; as accordeth with the Laws of God, and: all: 


Natural Laws, Rot. Parl. 39. H. 6.u. 10. &c. And ſoon after, this Anſwer 
of the D. of York. and his claim to the Crown, is by the ſame Parliament Ox. 
preſly recogniz'd, and declared to be Good, True, Juſt, Lawfull, and Suff 
cient. 

In the ſame year, upon the death of the Duke of Tork,, his Eldeſt Son E4- 
ward, Earl of March, by the name of Edward the Fourrh, takes poll:ſhon 
of the Crown, and his Title in full Parliament is by all acknowledgcd and xe 
cogniz'd in theſe words: X nowing alſo certainly, aud without doubt and ambigu- 
ﬆy ;"that by Gods Law, a'd Law of Nature, he('i.e- K- Edward ) and none 
other, is,and onght to be true, Right-wiſe;, and Natural Liege and Soveraign Lord, 
And that he was in r#zht from the Death of the ſaid noble, and fampns Prince bis 


Father, very jul, King of the ſame Realm of England. Ror. Parl. 1 Edw. 4. n,8., 


Ec, and g. Edw. 4. 10, 4 Bagots aſſiſe. Likewiſe in the year 1603. King Fames, 
ws Title tothe Grown of England, (notwithſtanding Henry the Eight's lat 
Vill and Teſtament, warranted by two Afts of Parliament, b:qucathing the 
Knizdem tothe Houſe of Saffo/4, upon failure of his own Iflue, and exclud- 
ing.the Houſe of Scotland) is exprefly recogniz?d by the Lords and Commons 
in Parliament, in theſe enſuing words : We being bound thereunto, both by the, 
Lows of Ged and Man, do with ur;ſpeakable Jy, recognize and acknowledge, that 
28777 atately upon the deceaſe of El1%. 1te- D. of England, the imperial Crown ef 
the Realm ef England, Fe, Did by iherent Birth right lawful and andoubred 
Succeſſion, diſtend and come to Your Majtffy, ar being Tineally, juſtly and_ law- 
Helly next and Sole Heir of the Blood Royal, of this Realm —— And therewnto we 
wng]t bumbly, and faithly do ſubmit, and oblige our ſelves, our Heirs and Poſters. 
ies for ever, 1.Fac.c. 1. And ſome yearsafter all the Fudgesof Englnd in Cal- 
421 Caſe expreſly reſolved:That K. James bis Title to the Crown, was founded wp- 
91 the Laws of Nature, Vit. by inherent Birth-right, and deſcent from. the Blaed 
Reyal of this Realm: v2 
Laitly, 1n My 1640. When the People were diſpoſſeſs'd of the evil , Spi: 
7, tWAtcaptivated their underſtanding for almoſt 20-years, and becams 
ſerfib'e or lat there could be no Period to their troubles, and diſtragli» 
ens, bi; b; fubmiſfrely returningto their Duiy, the Lordrand Covmyns in 
Baran 2:raaimoul) 1 2ck10 rledzd and proclaim'd + That p28 the devs aſe 
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their Crown, or their Royalty, which 41netwrepealable 


(459); \ 


of our late Sovrraign Lord King Chdries, che Imperial: Cnc pf England, cre: 
Did by tnheremr br furry aig, | awful and yndantted' Surpaffporty Cf 9, this 
moſt excellent Majeſty, Charles thryſeeand; ws being- bnealy,, yuſtly,. 714) lavefully, 
next Heir of the Royal Blood of this Realm. Vf _ - 
' Nowif the Crownideſcends vpon the text Heir of te Ffced: Royal, by the 
Law of God and Nature, by inherent Birth-right, and, uudewpted Sweceſſions, an 
all theſe As and Declararations. of divers. Parliaments, exprefly- affirm; 
Parliaments not overaw'd by- any prevailingFaQtion, nat ciecumvent(d by. 
deſigning Intreaguers, nor yet yaioly? flatrering; themſelves; with the; idle, 
Cconceit of 'an Omnipetent Power to.Create, and: Annihilare Kizye 7 but, whok 
Iy indnced with the Power:of truth, and aſen{c of Layalty, togwa, and. r 
Ccognize their-natyralSovermpgn: Audit the Laws of God aud Natare be abla-: 
lutely immutable, as all Chriftiavs acknowledge, whet-a madnels.it istothink 
that an At of Parliament can Change this unchangeable Law,, or with any 
Colour of Juſtice, al:er the right of, Sueceſſis 2 I'he People indeed by Club: 
L,w, which to tho, that fear- neither God nor Aden, is Lex; Legwes, and 
the Sole meaſure of cheir. achions, may ſomrctimes not only exddudetthe law-. 
full Heir,-bur alſo depoſ:: the peikiſſour of the, Groiyny... as Cromwell and bis 
Faction weve lately done: bur that they canwith Juſtice, or good. Conſci. 
ence debar ether the one or "the other-from their right, or give avy. better 
Title to'another, - than the late Uſarper had, to the Soveraignty, is beyond 
the wit of Manto demonſtrate, thee own there.is a God in Heaven, ar 
rightand wrong tpon Earth. _ 
Secondly;- None is to be admitceg as.a Member. of the Houſe of, 

until he takes the Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy, and folemaly. ſwear: in 
theſe following words : Iſhall ro my Powergaſſit and defend all Puriſdiftions, pri- 
viledges, Preheminences, and Authcrines eranted,or belong ing to the Kings High- 
neſs, his Heirs, and Succefſars, or united and annexed to the Imperial Crown of 
this Realm, So Help me God. Ncither is it any new Cuſtom to Swear to this 
effect, butrather the common utage of our moſt ancient Parliaments. And 
therefore when King Edward Third, asked the adrice of his LordeaudGem- 
mons in Parliament, in matters relating to the Crows, they did unanimouſly 
Anſwer : That they ronld not aſſent to any thing in Parliament, that 'tended to the 
diſinheriſon of the King, and his Heirs, or the Crown whereanto they were Sworg, 
Ror. Pal. 42. Edw. 3. n. 7. And from this Record Sir Edward Coke concludeth. 
That it is 4 Law, and Cuſtom of Parliament, that no King <an then the Croun 
from the right Hetr,” thi by conſerit of the \Lords, and Commens. And elle-whers 
he fairh, That K. John reſip>4tion of Ybe Crown 216 this wi ora in rs 
brrauſe (faithhe') The R if Dienity 511 an inherent infepar able 19 the Royal 

of the King deſcengable to he next of Blood of the King, and. c annot bv: #1 ausfer*d. 1. 
nothey. 12, R;p.f,28-The ſame is aſſerted by oar anciemLawyers.and particne 
trly Brirres fie meth Ther the Kings of England can chem nathingef Fhe right of 
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denis. And in the late Kings _—— Parliament preſſed to have their Pe- 
rition of right confirmed, they proteſted: They bad n» Power to hwrt, or 


diminiſh the K ings Preregative, 28 appears by bis Majcſtics Speech upoa paſ- 


ſing the ſaid Perstson. | 

Since therefore Parliament; themſelves, together with our moſt eminent 
Lawyers, expreſly affirm, "They can do no prejudice to the Royal Preroga- 
tive, but are ſworn todefend and maintain itto the utmoſt of their Power ; 
and that the Swreeſſion of the Crown is undenyably one of the moſt tranſcen- 
dent and inſeparable rights, priviledges; or pri.heminences of the Imperial 
Diademof England : With what conſcience could we;contrary to our frequent 

ceſtations and multiplyed Oaths, ſuffer any thing that may tend to. make a 

Football of the Crown,and torn ag Hereditary Monarchy to an Eleftive ; Nay,to 
an Ariſtecracy, Democracy, or any Medly the People pleaſes ? Are we igno- 
rant of that terrible ſentence, pronounced againſt Zedeksah King Of Feruſa- 
lem for reb:{ing againſt Nebuchadnezzer, contrary to his Oath, and. for- 
mer Coyenant'? But be bath rebelled againſt 'bim (ſaith the Lord) in ſending 
his Ambaſſ[adours into Egypt, that they _ give him Horſes and much People : 
Shall be proſper ? Shall be eſcapr, that doth ſuch things ? Or ſhall be braak the Co- 
venant, and be delivered ? As I live, ſurely mine Oath that he bath deſpiſed,and 
Covenant that be hath broken, even that will [recompenſe upon his own-bilead, Feel. 
17 15, 19. But if God be ſo highly incenſed for the tranſgreſſion of a ſingle 
Oath, what will become of us, iſwe violate all theſe Oaths andProteſtati- 
ons ſo often multiplyed, and ſolemnly renewed ? Certainly we cannot: but 
_— with the Prophet: For Swearing and Lying ſball the Land mourn. 
Ho). 4-2, 3. 


Tie Forrth Scttion. Of Politicall Expediences. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, | 


- Have hitherto endeayour'd, out of meer zee! for my Coxntry,and conſtant 

alty to the Crown, to the demonſtrate the manifeſt injuſtice of the late 
Bil of diſinheriting the next Heir of the Blood Royal ;- and (as | humbly con. 
ceive) have ſufficiently prov'd what | undertook. Yet becauſe there is a 


fort of men, who being led by an 5gwis fatwus of an imaginery Religion, do 
meaſurethe-juſtneſs wa Armin their Power to compare their deſign, and 
think there is nothing unlawful, that may ſeem, profitable, or convenient 
for their purpoſe ; [ will firſt briefly diſcover the fallacy of this pernicious 
Paradox, and then demonſtrate thac the faid Bill, if paſsg?d, could neyer 
conntervail half the miſchief it would inevitably draw upon this Nation, and 
that very Religion it pretends to maintain. ny | 
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As for the fiſt, that the preſent profit either of any ſingle or 
State or Community, can warrant L 0 deprive another. of by x 
and in that ſenſe conclude with the Poct : Y3tzlives jufti prope water & equi;, 
is ſo monſtrous a poſition, that the vety aſſerters thereof, though rei 
-aCtiong da really ſpeak it, yet dare not openly. profeſs it. They think be- 
cauſe Sovereign Powers muſt be always unaccountable to the Subjeft, and in 
that ſence Arbitrary, they may lawfully do and undo what Laws they pleaſe ; 
whereas Temporal Sovereign; are no leſs confin'd withinthe boundaries of the 
Law of Nature, and the Fandawental Rules of Society, than Divines are li- 
mitedto the plain Text of . the Holy Scripruers. For (as Cicere faith ele- 
gantly ) If Lews were made by the Pedples commands, by the decrees of Princes, or 
the ſentences of Judges ;, it were lawful to rob, it were to commit ry! 4 
it were lawful to counterfeit Teſtaments;, if theſe things had been approv'd by 
Suffrages, or Votes of the multitude : But if there be ſuch Power in the Semences, 
and decrees of Fools, that by their Suffrages the nature of things may be chany'd; 
why de they not enatt, that what is evil andpernicions may be good and wholeſome > 
Or when the Law cou make Fuſtice of Injuſtice,why might not the ſame make good of e- 
wil ?. lib. 1. de Legibus, To the ſame purpoſe ſpeaketh S. Auguſtin Ib. 19, de 
Civit. des. C. 21. 
But ſome are ſtrangely taken with that ſaying related byThucydides:To aKing, 
or City that bas theSover aignty,there is nothing unjuſt that is uſeful. 1:þ.6.bift.Whi 
. ſenzence,though in it ſelf, if well underſtood, is undoubtedly true, yet in 
their ſence, and; perhaps in the Authors meaning, is moſt pernicious and 
diabolical. For indeed nothing is unjuſt, that is aſefull, becauſe nothing is 
really uſefull, but-what is juſt Nibil utile mſ# boneſtum,has been always the com- 
monDodtrine both of ancient and modern Philoſophers ,and is learnedly demon- 
ſtrated by Cicero, in his third Book de Officris.But to ſay that nothing is unjuſt, 
that ſeems uſeful to this tranſitory Life, is certainly themoſt helliſh poſition, 
that -ever man invented.For by this principle all mankind is engaged incon- 
tinual diſſenſions and diſcord, withont the leaſt hopes of any end, or period 
all are left in a ſtate of War, and the ſtrongeſt hand, and ſharpeſt Sw 
will carry all before them : There is no right, but might, nor any Law but 
; Power and force; and conſequently man is the moſt fayage of all Creatares, 
aud deſervedly called the King of Beaſts, as being the meereſt Beaſt of 
all. 
. . Since therefore this kind life is altogether intollerable, we- muſt diſtin- 
: gviſh between vis and za. aud attribute to them, though the ſane Let- 
ters, yet far different ſenſes. We muſt conclude that there isa Law in Ne- 
gre, antecedent to, aud. unalterable by any Stare Or Community whatſoever 
to direct all men in their Ations, and ſecure the weak from the mighty,an 
and the ſimple from the crafty deceiver , and therefore as one man, though 
ſtcong-r,caunot by this law deprive another of his right, ſo one Communicy, 
- becaule more powerlul, cannet juſtly encroach upon anothers dominions, 
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' haxconfequently diſpoſſeſs, any man'of what he Tawfillly enjoyeth. For eye. 
Rr cook hath Some ie his gwny as CON EIS Wave-to 
theirs and there obſerves the FrnilententiPRileso Sorivey;the 
Community have no more right to 8iſpofſeſs him! of Hiy'g60ds,” than'he thus 
to depriverhem of their pollefſions. ] 
. Community to.diſpolleſs any ſingle matt by an Arbitrary power, certainly ic 
-is utlawful for the mayor part of a Common-Wealth to bind the reſt 'to their 
_pleaſure, unleſs they as much exceed,chemr by ſtrength ofreafon;” as number 
_of Votes. ..,For, ta ſay, thatin a Conimon. Weutrh 199. men; the ' Arbithury 
Votes of 50> can bind theother 49 and eject? ther! out | of their' poods ant 
Eſtates,  is;to return 2gaiti tothe law Bf Power, ard makethe Sword Urtipire 
. of all ouc diſputes. > FED | | 
- To aHeage here, that every Community is empower?d by God to-preſerve 
itſelf, and that.the major parc for their own ſecurity mayextirpate the reſt, 
- if they apprepend them dangerous to their lives, or Hberties, is # plauſible, 
_but a molt falſe and pernicioys prerence. - For every man ts likewiſe empow- 
.er'd by' God to preſerve himſelf, yet heis not thereby Afthoriz'd ts deſtroy 
all thoſe he thinks dangerous to his welfare; *ti$tertain,” whoſoever endea- 
- vours by. violence ta take away his life, he may ſe drfendendo lawfully kill him; 
but that he ſhould be allow'd to deſtroy any, that he fears will dd%him a pre. 
judice, is the higheſt degree of of madhefs, deftruCtive of all humane Society. 
For (as Cicero ſaith) who ever ordain'dthis, or towhomean it be gramted'withour 
extreme danger to allmen, that he may juſtly kill him, of whom be Jays, be is afraid 
_ To he killed? Apud Quintil. liþ. de-Refut. And certainly, 'if' as many as ſwear 
the Peace againſt others were allow'd ro kill atl thoſe,” of whom they are thus 
afraid of thcir lives, we could expeCt nothing but Murders and Maſlacrees, 
nothing but unavoidable confuſion and rvine. That ſaying of Clearchus re- 
lated by Xenophon, igvery remarkable : I krow (faith be) @ great many, who 
being induced by Calumny, or ſuſpicion, while they fear others,and chooſer athey to pre. 
vent than ſofer have outragionſly abuſed thaſe, that never as mnth as thought ro do a- 
- ny ſuch thing. - | | 
.» Likewiſe,toallcage, that of two evils che leaſt to be choſen,is weak and imper. 
tineat plea,becauſe miſ-underſtood,or miſ-applyedzfor this is not meant of e- 
vils to be done, but of evils to be ſuffercd :Otherwiſe we mpſt conclude that S. 
Pas! was deceived when he told us, Evil is not to be done, that good may come of-it. 
_- Wherefore whenſoever we are reduced to that extremity,tHat unayoidably we 
., muſt uadergo,or ſuffer ſome evil,then we are in prnddence oblig?d to chooſe the 
tcaſt.- But that. it ſhould bz lawful for us to commit a-leſſer evil, repig- 
© nant to the Laws of God, rather than ſuffer a greater from others, was neyer 
. aſſerted by any Orthodox Chriſtian : For the guilt ofa mortal ſin is undenia- 
bly a.greater evil toa mars Conſcience, than all che torments'the malice of 
- man caginflict upon his body. « | 
-  *Tis plain then, that Self-Preſervation allows neither tofſingle- men, nor 
yct toStates,or Common-Wealths,to deprive any one cither of his liberty, or 
IC 
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property, .not forfeized-by the known, and. juſt Laws of the, _Lagd,, but. 
when there is no remedy, or means to eſcape: an iminent danger.; . ſa that 
rtothing, but an abſolute and indiſpenſable necellity can excule,. or juſtifie 
fuch proceedings. - And conſequently, where the dangers are, ,caly, imagi+ 
nary, ſugg:ſted by malice, a. deſire of revenge, nothing is more wicked, nor 
more repugnantto the Laws of Ged and Nature ;, and the more hiingus is the 
crime, the more it it is publickly authociz'd by the Legiſlative Powery, which 
ſbould Protect, not oppreſs the innocent, or (as the Pſalmft {peaketh) 
Erame miſchief by « Law, Pal. 94-20. For (co uſe my Lord Digby's obſgrya- 
tion at the Ear] of Sroafferd, ryal) As Caſuilts/ey, that he who lr05 with, tis 
Siſter, commits inceſt, but be that marries bis Siſter, ſins higher, by applying 
Gods ordinance to his erime ;, ſo doubtleſs he that commits murther with the Sword 
of Tuſti5e (and the like may be ſaid of rapine, or robbery) brightens that 
Orime to the wwmeſts Bakers Chron. p. 510. - 

' . But let us ſuppole, that a Community may Arhitrarily diſpoſe. of any mans 
we Gree 3, Aztheir worldly jotereſt, or. paſſion inclines, them :, Lets 


icero compleinentiog the Sexate, ſay of both Houſes of Parliament : 
wer deceat, nn quantum liceat wwbis ſpettare debatis, ſt enins quod litent 
querigir, poteſtis tollere 8 civitate quem vultis Not what is Lawful for your but 
what'ss decent, or becomming, you ought to conſider : For if what 15 lawful, you-en- 
quire, you may rid out of the City whomſeever you pleaſe. Orat. pro Rabirje.. Yet 
this, will ſignify but. very little: for the Ani-dacal party ; For ſince many 
things are lawfull, that js, not puniſhable by Law, which are neither laude: 
ble, nor expedient 3 what will avail them to 8fficm, that the Parliamene may 
thus lawfully diſinherit his R. H. if the remedy be ſtill worſe than the, dil- 
eaſe, and the unconveniences unavoidably conſequential to ſuch progeedings 
incomperably greater, thag any good either Church, or State can expeR from 
ſo unſeaſouable a change ? ONO þ 
- Firſt, Such a violent akeration would undoubtedly ſhake the very foundz- 
tions of the Government, and render it obgoxious tp the ſeveral deſigns of 
the factious. The Republicans could not expett a- fitter -opprotunity to fer 
up that popular [o/,their well-belovedCommon. Wealth,and reduce the ſomuch 
envied greatnels of the Nobslity to that degree, as to be all Fellows, at Foot- 
ball. For, as Alton well argueth againſt Salmeſins : The Peers are prdains 
ed by the King, they are bis Companions and Servants, and 4s it were bis Shadows.; 
be therefore being taken away, it's neceſſary they be reduced to the Commonatty, from 
whence they had their beginning. p. 249.1 his has happen'd. within the memory 
of man, inſomuchthat ſome of our greateſt Peers were glad to be choſen 
Burgeſſes of almoſt unknown Burroxzh1; andit ever the Republicans get their 
ends, we may be ſure they ſhall fare no better for the . future. Ob! con- 
{tant inconſtancy of human affairs,that nothing can be ſo well ordain'd, or: ſo 
firmly eſtabliſhed upon Earth, which the malice of man cannot. eaſily ſubverg 
or abuſe. .The two Houſes of Pale mwbich in former ages v{cd to, be 
- | the 


= 


the Bulwark, of our liberties, the main banks and boundaries, that kept us from 
favery from the inundation of Arbitrary Rule, and unbounded Will-Government, 
at laſt degenerated to that degree of Wickedneſs, that the' World could not 
fiad their match for Diſloyalty, Tyranny, and oppreſſion. So that Mr. Hamp- 
denhad reaſon to wiſh us Fur to pray for 4 good Parliament ;, becauſe nothing but 
a Parliament can undo England. Two things have principally occaſioned theſe 
unparallell'd revolutions, the unwarcantable Power the Commons alſum*d to 
themſelves, and the Lords imprudent conniving at ſuch illegal proceedings, 
For nothing is more deſtruCtive of any Commonwealth, at leaſt where Kings 
or Nobles are concerned, than an exorbitant Power in the Common Peg. 
ple ; becauſe, aſperins nibil eſt bumil;, cum ſurgit in aſtum. The Tribunes of 
the people among the Romans was undoubtedly an excellent conſtitution, to 
preſerve the Commonalty from the illegal encroachments of the Senare ; 
yet they became as laſt the very bane andCanker-Worm of that Commonnealth, 
the common incendiaryes of the People, and the chief fommenters of their 
mutinies, and diſſenſions. The Power beftow'd on the 'Tribunes, (faith Flo. 
rus) was the ſource of all ſeditions \, in as much as under prentence of aſſerting the 
rights of the People, for whoſe eaſe it was eſtabliſhed, they made it really their buſs. 
neſs 19 aſſume Authority to themſelves, and Court the favour, and applauſe of the 
_”—_ lib. 3.C. 13+ ; ; 
ondly, It were an indeleble ſtain upon the true Reformed Religion, that 
it could not be ſupported, or maintained without notoriouſly wronging 0- 
thers, and depriving them of their undoubted right. The late unparallel]- 
ed morther of our Royal Martyr has given a great ſtroke to the Virgin-pu- 
rity of the Reformation in this Kingdom, and afforded the Papiſts plauſible pre- 
tences to recriminate, and always give us a Rowland for our Oliver. But if 
this bloody Tragedy be now ſeconded by renewing the late unreform- 
ed Bill of difinheriſon, our Reformation becomes ridiculous, and our Loyat- 
ry in:xcuſable. Has the Pope (ſays the Papiſt) depoſed a Xing? You have 
murcder*d- and ſacrificd him to your fury. Has ke diſinherited the next Heir 
of the Blood Royal ? you have been already harping upon the fame ſtring. 
Can he difpence with peoples Oaths of Allegiance and fidelity .to the Crown ? 
Your Parliament, it ſeems, muſt do the like, to ſave you from perjuriouſly 
breaking the Oath of Supremacy, wherein you {wore ro maintain the Rights 
and Prerogatives of the Crown, to the utmoſt of your Power. Where then, ſays 
he, is the diſparity, but that the Popes diipenſations are to be turn'd into 
a'Vore of both Houſes, that the encroachments of one muſt give place to 
the Uſupations of many, and an Engl Cabal ſucceed the Conclave of Rome ? 
But how far theſe Papiſtical proceedings do deviate from the Primitive 
Spirit of Chriſtienity, is plain by all Ancient Writers and Hiforians. Firſt, 
When the Roman Emperors, were not only Heathens, and 1dolaters, but 
mot bloody perſecutors of Gods Church, rhe Chriſtians were even then ſo 
numerous, that (as Terrwlian teſtifyeth) they were almoſt the greateſt part of- 


ovy 


LL :.ao cþ Aa a wWwhhegd a WH 


XUN 


XUM 


(41) 


every City. lib. ad Scap. 2.and 5. and were withall zealous, even to admi- 
ration of the purity of the Goſpel; yet they never attempted to 
oppoſe, or reſiſt the cruelty of I z which undoubtedly 
they would have done, had they been allow'd by Chriſt to do it. For, (as 
Tertullian \peaketh in their name) if we would aft the part of open Enemies, could 
we want Numbers or Armyes ! We art but of late days, and yet wehave fill'd your 
Cityes, Iſles, Caſtles, Camps, &c. And for what War ſhould we be unfit, tho 
our Numbers were unequal, who can ſo readily lay down onr lives, if our Religion 
did not require #s rather to dye , than kill. In Apologet. c. 37. Secondly 
when Conftantins, Valens, and Yalentinian the younger, Chriſtian, but yet 
Arian Emperors, were not only guilty of Blaſphemonus Mereſfes, but 
perſecuted the Church with Intolerable Crueltyes z yet the Orthodoxe Chti- 
ftians never viedany viglent reſiſtance againſt them, much leſs endeavoured 
to deprive them of their Soveraignty ; which they might eaſily bave done, e- 
ſpecially to the later, had S. Ambroſe but thought it conſiſtent with the Dott. 
rine of "Chriſt, and adviſed the Souldiers, whom he had at his beck ( Aw 
bros. ep. 33+) to depoſe both him and his Mother. The Nevatiens indeed, 
the ancient Puritans and Schiſmaticks of thoſe times, took arms againſt Con- 
ſtantins in defence of their Religion z ſecrar. /b. 2, c. 38. But notrue 
Cathelick ever approv'd their reſolution. It was well known, that Falian 
the Apoſtate, notwithſtanding his external profeſſion of Chriſtianity, was a 
Heathen in his Heart, many years before he came to the Empire z yet the 
Chriſtians never adviſed the Emperor Conſtantius to diſinherit or exclude him 
from the Government, much leſs endeayoured to do it themſelves. Laſt. 
ly , to come nearer home,ia Q. rw dayes,when the Proreſterts of this 
Kingdom were but 2 handful in reſpect of the Papiſts, it was'far better 
known, that the Lady Elizabeth was a Zealous Proteſtant, than we can find 
that his R. H. is now inclin'd to Poperyz and there were ancient Laws 
then in force far ſeverer againſt the Reformed Religion, than thoſe now in 
being agaiaſt the Romsſþ profeſſion : Yet notwithſtanding all/theſe conſi- 
derations, and the bloody prattiſes of Bp. Gardiner, the generality of the 
Papal inclination never mov'd to have that Princeſs either diſinherited 
by new Laws, nor put to death by the old : Nay, when Sr. Themes Wyez 
in hopes of his own pardon, falſely accuſed her of being privy to his Con. 

ſpiracy ; ſo far was the Q_from countenanceing the lous Traitor, | 
he received his due at the place of execution 3; where now diff 

of any favour, he openly confeſſed the truth, and proteſted the 
was never acquainted with his deſign. Shall we then ſhew our ſelves worſe 
than the Ppifts, or more difloyal tothe Crown ? Shall we perſwade our 
moſt Gracious Soveraigne to be more rigorous to ſuppoſed Papif, than. 


has been to a known Proteſtant ; or give greater credit tothe a 
les Qggeſtions of deſpicable as, Ta ſhe has givcato Sir Thomas Wyar? 
| 3 
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We. always exclaime againſt the bloody days of that Q: Abd ſhall. we 
now | ade the mirror of clemency to exceed het Crnclty' sf © (0 
-. Thirdly, it would ſtrangly refledt upon the ,Wiſdomy ant! ptudenee of 
this Nation, to uſe ſuch deſperate remedyes before ali others prove Yaine 
and unſuccesful. The Sages of anciefit rifyes held it' for an undoubred 
truth in all. wiſe Men, Exmrems primo nemo tentavit 1ito. Since thetefore there 
{ee many other expedients, beſides this Bill of d\\ nherifon' to ſecute us 
on Pogiſb enctoachmeats, what an imprudence it were ,' to uſe Tutha del. 
xrate;remedy, as would unavoidably refle&t vpon ont Retth;on #hU:Loyulry, 
beforeall the reſt are found ineffeltual ? ' For is it rot poſſible ther” his 
Sacred. Majefy may furvive his R. 'H: or bave awful ifhhe by & obther 
Queen ? And is it not as ptobable , that the D. bbth' vpot Temporal and 
Splricual conſiderations may be induced to confortn with the Cheb of Eng- 
lend, and prove as ze2lous for that ptofeflion, as,his Grivr4farher K. H! 
the fourth of France was for the Roman (Catholick 'Religion ? And itrdeed, 
i we. coulider how the Kings of Englard are ſo fat 'etipated- by the'fudde: 
ypopgal Laos of the Land 'harcher can, hardly move of fir, withvurithe 
ree concurrence of both Houſes © Parliament. tiow tht Reformed” Ohiy dbes 
7 Epooees tho under a Popifh King, nay, ag arbitrary” 2bſbfute Pr iriee; td 
il retain the purity of the Goſpel, and I amaffraid have more good Ohh 
tians jg their ſmall and few meetings, than we jn our mmmeroys'congreghti 


ride of oof Ubetty, property, vr 
Religion ?;, Aad beſides do not wel k efhat glee the Kee be ohags ex 
' EimNe. yerbis officers and Miailt d whortr he can never executgh 
y (HY liable to Puhiſhment, 
'by the Kings cotminand.” 
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d dpenly Jora the Church of Englatit, av Pabicty ofefſel 
ong wich vary port ly Ziven Birth ani he 

Plet, ſhall beg xCInded and ifabted,; mags 6 
cluded 
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eludt1 bb: rereer ' for wor, from poſſeſſing or Pibbriting the Tinperial Crows: of thith 
Reabet, and hiſs Roviulone, © nl) #1” Tervirorytr; Comntryrs; and Domini. | 
tots now under bis Majefties Sbjettion, &0:" by which clavſe(wholy mide up | 
of fiotprions lyes 2h impoitures,{tv vinit the onwarrantable preſmtion'ofthe | 
conmrivers of this Bilf to difthte Laws toSrortmid and Irelondpaidthink theths (hy 
{laviſh as to ftoop ra whatſoever 1do! they are pleaked ro fer up.) we have | 
theſe 'chree poihts to conſider; 1: That the D.' has Pablick'y profeſs'4- the | 
Popifh Relipion :' >. Thar his tare from the Chutch of Enrland tothit | 
ot \ dt not6tiooſly piven Birth acdVifet6 the Plot: 31” That forbe- | 
ing 8 Þ4pif; 6 bopht to be forever exdud'd; withourany hopes ofrecoverye | 
The firſt” is 16 palpable af” uitreehy, that it reeds mo conformrion's for | 
ﬀt'is wel knowhith FHPw IC Nete ER poogeſaky colbiencrar@t® 
vir, Cand Ropues, to be'ſare,we may haveenough that wou poſit itvely fiyeat 
he is a Papiſt in his Heart, moch lels has Publickly own'd the Remiſhprofeſion. 
The 2. ts a manifeſt contradiftion to what the chiefe diſcovetery of the'Plot 
have eliveredticherto.For ifwe believe Dr: Torgue,andCapt.Brdlow this 5 te 
newÞfor;vhcr50vt Racy Ffiniy years Rvndingtoret belbreG5AndOrOws, 
in fevers) plates of his Narrative trfortnis ifs;T447 the 'Feſnits of 8. Offer 4b- 
fi _Y is. Royal Hivbrreſs fhonld "rot comply with Hem to d fOatth him" ro 
FIT arrative'F. 23. attd relavds Trynl, Pag. 22: And that their A- 
ies, He e fonnd, that altho'the Duke was a geod Cit hofth : yer be had a tender af. 
Jen the King ; an{woult ſcarcely bt e117 4ged 5n the concevh {and if they flonld 
bt ihnete their om and par poſes nnvo Him, they mitht ht ly br fraſtrared 


#f their dtfgpne, but alſo wight loſt h1i for, '$. £4 Now thatthe Dikes lite 
fed change of Rligioncould give Birth'to 4 Plot. that was iv agitgrion 
Tmany.years before that Thanks is beyond my capacity to compretend;, nei- 
ther'ud f think it lefs impofſible-that his being a Roman Catholiek could give 
any life or encouragment ta this Conſpiracy, ſince not only they darſt wor 
*sive hit the feaſt hit of theit deſign, but alſo in dptir of Mis: complyance 
ey thark's end 4g ter, 4s Well 88 his Served Majeſty: A new ant 
utheard-off way of s ing < to a Plyy; to be #}ored for « Sacrifice, for fear 
eo diffppbibit it. By this Logick hight his lite Majeſtic be {vid to have pi- 
ven Birth and Life to rhe Rebeltious Pradtifs of the'Ruttþ Pa be- 
cauſe by his pgobd Nature and deſire of Peate, they were-encourage@to Con- 
ſpite apainft him. As for the'thirdpvint, that a profeſſed, muchleſ a ſup- 
pied Pay, 698ht to bedeprivetof his ond me for being fach, 
k )dE&ritie (as | have alreatly proved, Jthfownd a &d by all orrbs. 
to Copifiatce hd phtctcalh ont” Primiiee Reforaitre. But thaty Fa 
F/#f fold BEfortter extloded,. proviſo "for bisRepantencedc 
cotverſivn, is the ji obey = Was ever pronounced apniyit 
the greateſt dell guear. the ſtatores ffthe";5. hz. 6. "1. . 4, n0d y. 
Pare © 4+,S. 17. Jr was whey provitas, The ay retſnt mxde ogen ſub. 
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viſion and declaration of bis conformity, then he ſhould be diſcharged from all the 
penaltyes and puniſhments be was lyable unto by bis recuſancy. Yet if this wnchri- 
ftian Bill , or rather Popiſh Bull, had paſled, it could neyer avail the D. to 
ſubmit or conform ; and what has been always allow'd to the meaneſt Subject 
in the Kingdom, nay to Prieſts and Jeluices,(27. Eliz. c. 2 $. 10,) ſhould be de- 
nyecd to 1s R. H. for ever. | 
Moreover, ſifice there isno Law now in being, that diſinherits a Paps,meere. 
1y for being luch, otherwiſe this Bill of excluſion is vain aud impertineant, by 
what colour of juſticecan the Duke be now deprived of his undoubted Birth- 
Tight ? For to puniſh a Man ex poſt fatto, by a Law ſubſequent to his ſuppoſed 
crime, is undoubcedly the higheſt piece of injuſtice that wag ever allow'd in 
a Commonwealth. The Apoſile tells us, where no Law is, thete is no Tranſgreſſion. 
Rom. 4 15- And in my opinion, where there is no Tranſgreſſion, there can 
be no Puniſhment. What then was the ſenſe of this abortiveZ1/l, but to have the 
D. Staffordiz'd, and made a Prologveto a new Tragedy ? But certainly, that 
curſed act, which the very Blood;Hounds, who ſo greedily voted the Earl of 
Straffords Death , declar'd upon ſecond thoughts to be unfit for a Preſident, 
ſhall not be imitatcd in our days againſt any Man whatſoever. For if the worſt 
of Parliaments had ſo much remorſe of conſcience for ſpilling the blood of one 
notoriouſly guilty, tho not of Treaſon, yet of ſeveral *high miſdemeanors 
ſurely, ſuch a grave and wiſe Senate as you, our preſent Parliament, will 
never conſent toany _ againſt the life of ſo brave and Heyoick a Prince, 
that has been hitherto held theGlory andFlower of ourNation: Which yet you 
muſt unavoidably do, if. ever you renew that untimely, Bill of the late Houſe 
of Commons... For by the experience of all ages, a Prince is no ſooner dil. 
inherited or depoſed, but he is spſo fatto alloted for a Sacrifice to his Ene. 
mies. Private Perſons may, but it's hardly poſſible for Prixces to ſurvive 
their Dignity. 
 Fifthly, Although neither the injuſtice of this Bill, nor yet the prodigious 
train of fatal conſequences, that muſt neceſſarily attend it, were ſufficient 
to ſtop the current of our animoſities againſt his R. Highneſſe z, yet becauſe 
when all is done, it lyes ſtill in his dajeſties Breaſt to 'rejeft ſo unreaſona- 
ble a propoſal, nothing could morelikely endanger the breaking that loving 
and happy Union between King and Parliament, than importuning his Ma- 
jeſtie to paſs ſuch an unparallell'd Bill againſt his only Brogther. *'Tis well 
known, that - Eliz.-rhough the peoples darling, yet was always ſo nice, 
and ſo religiouſly-exaft in maintaining the Rights and Prerogatives of the 
Crown, that ſhe never heard the S«cceſſion debated, even againſt a profeſſed 
Papi}, and far remote in Blood, whether in,or out of Parliament, but her 
Princely commands either forced them preſently to deſiſt,or ſentthem a pack. 
ing into Priſon, to conſider and amend their folly.For (as Camden ſaith in her 
life,p- 37.) certainly, ſhe never beard any thing more unwilling ly, then that the T;. 
Me of Succeſſion ſhould be called into queſtion. And therefore, ſhe ſent 31+. Thorn. 
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ton, Reader of Law.in Lincolas-Ian, tothe Tower, becauſe in bis Reading, he 
called in queſtion the Q. of Scots Title to the Crown: ib. p. 89. And it was al- 
leaged by the Earl of Leiceſter, asa great crime againſt the Lord Keeper Ba- | 
con, That he bad inter-medied againſt the 4. of Scots, in the matter of Succeſſi. | 
on, and was privy to a Book, wherein Hales went about to derive theTitle of the 
Crown of England, in caſe the Q. ſhould die without Iſſue, to the Houſe of Suftolk. 
Whereapon Hales was committed to the Tower ;, But Bacon, though he denyed it, | 
was by much ade reflored to favour. Camden ib.p. 73. Likewile in a Parlia- 
ment held the 8th. year of her raiga, when Bell, Mownſon, anda great num- | 
ber of the houſe of Commons, thought ittheir right, as Pleniporentiaries for- | 
ſooth of the whole Xingdow, to decide and ſettle the Succeſſion, the Q_ high- 
ly difpleaſed at ſuch proceedings, made a Prince-like Speech in the Parlia- 
ment Houſe and quickly ſupprelled their inſolence. We ſee (ſaid this noble 
Heroina) that your | whole Houſe; may be divided into four ſorts, for ſome 
have been Plotters and Authors :, ſome Aftors, which with ſmooth words have per« 
ſwaded \, ſome have conſented, being ſeduced with thoſe ſmooth word: ;, and ſome 
have been ſilent, admiring ſuch beldmſ;= For our part, whether we ſee ſuch a Par- 
liament again, we know not ;, but for you, take heed leaſt ye pronoke your Princes 
patience, apud: Cambden, p. 89. | 

Thus was the Tempeſt laid for that ſeaſon, and the raging Waves of 
turbulent Spirics mitigated and reſtrained. Yieldingin ſo weighty a matter, 
could but add Fucl to the Flame, and encourage the faftious to ſet no bounds 
to their demands. This we have found true by ſad experience in the late'un. 
happy revolutions, . when the more our, R. Martyr endeavour'd by large 
conceſſions and condeſcenſions to ſatisfy the Parlzament, the more unreaſon- 

ble ſtill they grew in their propoſals ; as himſelf complains in his Cygnearn 
medirations,where he ſaith: Had [ yielded leſs,1 had been oppoſedleſs;had I denyed 
more, I had been more obeyed.c. 19, His paſſing the Bill for a Triemal, or rather 
(as a Lady expreſſed it in aProphetigal miſtake)for a TyramnicalParliament,one 
would think was enough to farisfie their madneſs : Yet ſoon after they muſt 
have it perpetxal, never to be diſſolved without their own conſent; of which 
Bill it was wiſely ſaid by Archy the Jeſter, That be knew not whether the King 
was the greater Fool to grant it,or they the greater Knaves to ackit.The ſad effects 
of this good Kings compliance, are doletul to be mentioned; yet nothing 
but what muſt always, ſooner oc later, inevitably follow the Prizces parting 
with the fundamental rights and Preregatives of the Crown. If therefore Q. 
Eliz,. though loving to, and beloved by her Subjects, thought her felf in 
conſcience obliged not to betray her truſt ſo far, as to expoſe the moſt ori- 
ent, and molt tranſcendent pearl of this /mperial Crown,the right of Sucreſſion, 
to be trodden under Foot by the people, or exclude the next Reir, though a 
profeiſed Popiſt, and far remote in blood , nay, her own Rival and Compe- 
ticor for the Kingdom ; can we in reaſon conclude, but that our preſent Se. 


veraign will never conſent go diſiaherit his only Brother, mcecly ſuppoſed 
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, Ang one thab has fo freel id: f& Freeguvtiely ventured bis Life-ia 
|. its 2ojebses. Service,and for the hoddat of chow ſo nngrmeft Nation 
| ,.-If noge of thefe motives can perforide'ns to our good, lerusat 
conlider whether the dangers, which hereby weendeavour re avdid, "be 
| hot far leſs, than thoſe we-undoubredfy draw apen ove felves, and whether by 
| labouring tgeſcape Scylla, | we do not falf teadibny into Cherybars. : Dans vi: 
| Hot ſtalts, vitie in contydria curtine} Metretefore Mis R. H. mt be abſolutely 
| Cifinherited, eithet the Crawn ſhall be fertled pon div 1iſee, "0x wholly lefa 
| Afthe peoples diſpolat, The laft'is #bfolute folly ard madneſs, -and yet: the 
; firſtis no leſs unreaſorigble, For as K. Fantrwell arguerh in his. anfiver:td 
Card. Peron, againft the Popes pretetided power rodtepoſe Prinmes: Who ſhall 
Jacceed in the depoſed. Kings plact ?' Shall a ſtrangir bv preferred by' the 
Pope ? That were to dp the innocent Son egrigiotes Ani not oymns wrong. Shall the 
Son hin 6 wares mort ih os + im tht '$ort-ag4111f8- is Fathor. For 
7 5ny on be touch dw beg ſed of G0 \ or-mebed With” hy eurren0t towar dr bis 
ly 47 


{xx ber, be will ſeriouſly and diligently 14kt heed thitt be pxt-100 bis Father: by the 
ingdom, by whoſe meant he ray, brat WAY Hon. Pp: 296 Now we ma 
argueinlike manner :-Eithet Yhi 


Me of.bi8 8. 4. whiehts to inherit 

Kingdoms, will have (@me true Religion,or a falfe one, ortione arall;:.If noneyor 
buta falſe Religian, there is 05 texlon why he ſhoul# he admitred; and; the 
P.excluded from this Crown. Bir if he be of any trite Retyion, be will'never 
uſurp the Crews agaiiiſt bis Farhers will; Keither will theFacheÞts: be fare, 
ever reſign his right, knowing how ihfettabely K-Edvaid 2, wi aboi?d  og- 
der the Governmedt of his S6a, after ke refigned hiy Crow by: che contri. 
yances of his lecherous Yu:er.2hd difls; a 1 Partrament. We tray therefore con- 
clude;that if his R. H. does ſucvive his Satred” Majeſty without' having any 
Jawfull iſae, fie willnever tamely acquieſte, not lay down” his juſt precen- 
fioos to theCrown, for an att 6s [els unjuſt thar that, wehereby bis Urant father 


was by K. Henry 8ths. laſt Will and Teffattient; warrdhted by / two-\A4s of 


Parliament, endeavoured to have becn exchidedfrom the Crown of Englund. 
What then can we expect to enſve this greatand'weighrty conrrovet(ſy;/but 
an unnatural War between. Prince and, Peopte, which will undoubredly divide 
and diſtract tae three Nations, and moſt unhappily.ct# of che-Xingdows of 
"Scotland and Ireland from this, Crown, which without all peradvyenture will 
'either {FT up, fof themſeves, as the Britains diU herewpor the fail of re 
RomanEmpire,or upon ſeme cxtraudinary torditions joy trwithligR. #7; ? 
And then what ſhall become of this' miſtrable Kingdom, divided in i folf 
into a numberleſs ntimber of Religions 'and Hrereſts; deprived of theſe two 
confiderable Branches, and deſtitute of all hopes of any Auxiliaryes ftom 
Proteftants abroad, who will hardly ever endanger themſelves 6r their al- 
ready half-ruinated Countryes to fuppitt ſo, batla cauſe, againſt 'the grebr 
Power and valt nuttibers gf the Pop, guy who will \ndoaBcedly: through 
the Ppes ih[igations flock 6 the reliet W's Cardi | 


lick, Prives 'Gept ived of Jhis 


br forhis Relivion ? And the French King, who 18 cow at peace with all the 


| XUM | 


_ cluded from his Birth-right for the Catholick, Religion. 


, matter cannot but conclude, it's like the Trojew Horſe full of dangers and 


(47) F4 | 
World; will andoubtedly be glad of this opportunity to give vent to the 
fiery Spirits of his buſy SubjeCts, and feed them gratis on the fat of this Fer. 
tile Country ; nay, he will-hold it a glorious pretence to- aſfiſt a Prince ex- 


How then ſhall we defend our ſelves, neither united at hatne, nor aſliſted: 
from abroad ? Or ſhall we be ſo imprudent, as to expect to be miraculouſly 
deliver'd by God, of whoſe Divine Proteft;on we ſhew our ſelves now ſo mi- 
ſtruſtful; ſeeming rather to confide in our own humane Palicy, than in the 
over-ruling Providence of the Almighty? Let us conſider what unſpeakable 
Calamities this poor Kingdom ſuitain'd, what Butcheries, what Rapines 
were here committed in thoſe inteſtine wars between the Houſes of Tork,and 
Lancaſter, when __ no forreign aſſiſtance hut * Exgliſ again" Sag % 
kh, butchering and deſtroying one another, to the almoſt utter ruin of _ 
whole Nation. How many mallacres, how many deſolations gf Citties and: - 


Towns,how many blood Battles enſued thenlifigheriſon of the loul Los .% 
juſt 
ng 


notwithſtanding the Solemn reſignation of R. Rich# 

Patliament toeſtabliſh and confirm it ? Let Hiſtories be fearchid, ie 
compts be taken, and it will appear by true computarien, that 4grii 
diſtractions, in the ſpace of 60 years, tnere were 4-7 pitched .Batthes fi | 
in this Kingdem ; and no leſs than 8 Kings and Princes of the blomd, 40 © 
Dukes, Marqueſles and Earls, Barons and Gentlemen innumerablez, 


200000 of the common people ſlaughter'd and deſtrayed. Such is the fatal 
conſequence of altering the Succeſſion. | 


My Lor ds and Gentlemen, 
T Hus | have delivered with all poſſible brevity and ſincerity the true ſenſe' 
of my Soul touching the late Bill of excluſion, and upon the whole 


inconveniences, and if paſled, Iam afraid will prove no leſs deſtruttive to 
this Kingdom, than Helen did to the City of Troy: The one made Phrygia the 
ſeat of the Aſianand European Maſlacres, aud the later will in all appear- 
ance make England the Theatre of Chriſtendoms Tragedy. I appeal therefore to 
your own profound wiſdoms, for a ſpeedy preſervative againſt theſe threat- 
ning extremities, and do heartily pray that we may be ſo ſecured on the 
one ſide, as not to beexpoſed toruin onthe other ; and that our Religion: 
may not be made a Cloak for myſterious deſigns againſt thebeſt of Govern- 
ments, I will conclude ingthe words of our Britiſh Selomon, in his- aforeſaid' 
anſwer to Card. Peron, p.179. Where he {aith : A breach made by one miſchief, 
muſt not be fill” d up by a greater inconvenience. An error muſt not be ſhock'd. and' 
ſhoulder*d with diſloyalty, nor Hereſie with Perjury, nor impiety with ſedition,and 
. armed Rebellion againſt God, and the King. Gel, whouſ, to try and to ſchool. bis: 
Church, will never forſake his Church : Nor bath need to protett bis Church by any; 


oditorious prattiſes of perfidions Chriſtians. 
a ts f Printed. for Matth, Rider,. Gent. . 
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